Letter from The National Archives describing service in War of 1812 of James and Joshua
Rainwater, 1934
The National Archives
July 9, 1934
[RE:] James Rainwater, S.C. 14 314, Joshua Rainwater, S.C., 21 344, BA-J/MLB
Dear Sir:
Reference is made to your letter in which you request the War of 1812 records of Burrell
Rainwater who served in the South Carolina and Tennessee militia, James Rainwater of the
Tennessee militia, John Rainwater of the 4th Regiment North Carolina militia, and Joshua
Rainwater who served in the South Carolina militia
War of 1812 data furnished by this office are obtained from claims made for pension made to
the United States based upon military service of soldiers in that war.
A careful search of the records fails to show a claim for pension on file on account of the War
of 1812 service of John Rainwater as described; or of any Burrell Rainwater (surname searched
under various spellings). The records of James and Joshua Rainwater were found and are given
herein as shown in the papers on file in pension claims based upon their service in the War of
1812.
James Rainwater, S.C. 14 314
The data which follow were obtained from the papers on file in pension claim, S.C. 14 314,
based upon the War of 1812 service of James Rainwater.
The date and place of the soldier’s birth and names of his parents were not given.
He enlisted at Dandridge, Jefferson County, Tennessee, served as a private from January 10,
1814 to January 28, 1814, in Captain George Gregory’s company of Tennessee militia, and from
November 13, 1814 to May 18, 1815, in Captain James Churchman’s company of Tennessee
militia.
In 1851, the soldier was residing in Dandridge, Tennessee and in 1855, in Crawford County,
Arkansas.
James Rainwater was allowed pension on his application executed July 27, 1871, at which time
he was about aged eighty years and a resident of Crawford County, Arkansas, with post office
at Van Buren, in that county.
James Rainwater married about May 1, 1809 in Rockingham, Richmond County, North
Carolina, Catherine McCall. No reference was made in his claim to children.

In 1855, one Mastin C. Rainwater was residing in Crawford County, Arkansas, his relationship
to the soldier’s family not given.
Joshua Rainwater, S.C. 21 344
The data contained herein were obtained from the papers on file in pension claim. S.C. 21 344,
based upon the War of 1812 service of Joshua Rainwater.
The date and place of the soldier’s birth and names of his parents were not given.
James Rainwater volunteered at Pendleton Court House, South Carolina, and served from
January 20, 1814 to July 28, 1814, as a private in Captain Alexander Morehead’s company of
South Carolina militia.
In 1850, the soldier was a resident of Carroll County, Georgia, and was still living there in 1855.
He was allowed pension on his application executed January 19, 1874, at which time he was
aged eighty-two years and a resident of Upshur County, Texas, with post office at Coffeeville,
in that county.
The soldier died August 15, 1878, in Hamilton, Hamilton County, Texas.B
Joshua Rainwater married in January 1821, in Pickins District, South Carolina, Polly Peterson.
Reference was made in the claim to soldier’s son but his name was not designated.
In 1874, one Abner Rainwater, of Upshur County, Texas, acted as witness for the soldier, and in
1879 was a resident of Hamilton, Hamilton County, Texas, his relationship to the soldier’s
family not stated.
In 1874, the soldier made reference to an older brother who lived some distance from him at
the time he was discharged but did not state his name or place of residence.
Very truly yours
A. D. Hiller
Assistant to Administrator
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