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CIVIL WAR CLAIMS, 1868

 JEFFERSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Jeﬂ'gérson County Gelln'ea'lpgic.alv Sbciety




INTRODUCTION

Following the close of the Civil War, the Tennessee Legislature passed acts enabling people to
enter claims for payment of articles which had been taken or commandeered by both Union and Rebel
troops. An act passed June 5, 1865, established a claims office in Washington, D C, for claims made by
any citizen or soldier of the State of Tennessee. This act expired October 1, 1867. (Appendix A) A
Senate Joint Resolution passed December 2, 1867, revived the agency in order that unsettled claims
might be settled. (Appendix B)

On February 19, 1868, the Tennessee Legislature passed “An Act to Secure to the Loyal Citizens
of Tennessee, Recompense from the United States Government, for losses incurred by the Rebellion.”
(Appendix C) In the vault of the Jefferson County Courthouse in Dandridge, Tennessee, is a book in
which is listed “Claims filed under Act of General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, Passed F ebruary
19th, 1868 for Jefferson County”. In order to be repaid for their losses, the claimants had to prove their
loyalty to the government of the United States by two witnesses.

The book cover and the first page are missing, concerning the first twelve claimants. Claimants
13-495 are listed with their claims and their witnesses. The information has been transcribed, with
alphabetical indices for both claimants and witnesses. To find the claimant or witness, locate the name
in the index and refer to the claim number in the list.

A loose paper found in the book is the form for the County Claim Commissioner to sign:

State of Tenunessoo,~Csunty ol g8,

¥ do solemnly swear, That I have never voluntarily borne srms against the Government of the
United States, for the purpose, or with the intention of aiding the late rebellion: nor have I, with any
such intention, at any time given-aid, cumfort, counsel, vr encouragement to said rebellion, or w uny
act of hostility to the Government of the United States.
¥ further swear, That I have never sought or uccepted any office, either civil or military, or at-
tempted to exercisc tho functions of any office, either civil or military, under the authority or pretend-
ed authority of the so-culled Confederate States of Amnerica; or of any iusurrectionary State, bustile
or upposed to the authority of the United States Government, with the intent and desiro to wid suid
rebellion; and that I have never given a voluntary support to any such Government, or authority; [ -
. further swear that I will discharge honestly und faithfully the duties of the office uf County Claim

Commissioner for tho County of. » Tenuessee. So help me God.

Subscribed and sworn to befure me, this day of. 186 .
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