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His ﬁareer
At The News
Recounted

B¢ FALYL, CRUME -
© At his Beerp at 122 North
Winnetka, Jphn Knott, .a
cartoonist $sown all over
the nation, nursed a cold
Wednesday.
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Qhat he was working on. Nearky

was a table ccattered with.tubes of

oil paint ard a chess board with
dhe men set 1o play. And behind
him was 30 years of work with The
Dallas News.

At 76, Koott, is a tall, stooped
man with white har and an sb-
sent-minded leoking, gentle fuce.
In the years since he joinsd “'n-..
News, nis carfoons have baes re-"
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corters tave Dt diimed By Hosd
Dallys Hoarw! fwionr, &y WD,
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s, 25 fas pxéred chess since
by Sdez Ban Qu-nn, the years m
S5 AW bulTEisy, “rome of the oid-

Sabatr 1258 By By dhey could st
s wass by 45» time that be
bea) wnt des. assbiand for a noon
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v &l-aster 35 rol impressed
23% Weoord, his’career, or art,
~Lagry 254, b ance said, “at
‘vepes perid ¢ life has the imita..
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i®orae of kst &fow Up and get ©
oul 3, o Seve normal peo-

Bevior Unbeerdily paws ok o dosdi. Thy g tary inloartists.™

{or'l degree along 0% fortee:
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printed almost everywhers that

rewspapers are wriiten is Erglia] He wmem iy Dallaa s 15 ad of s

He has won awards frem $e Paits oorth, wdere Ng bl
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Fere Fiokics o28 Bl A%Comahan,

lizer prize commifiee, he. Natisy
al Headliners Club and ¢ oo of
lesser organizations, s ka3 covat-
#d Old Man Texas, ¢ famocs eadi
frequently bome‘ g:d';y; ot
Texans.

In Knott's eyes, viry EtSs 2ad
‘hap'\emd to” him siate Pec I,
105, when he-walked ia, & Mg,
Vigorous square-facad rssq of B
and first took Up kis peaxzl £20 T2e
News.

“There just jsnt very moch
!d-ao!y there,” he msx.m" Hedo

But, of course, tb-rg sag -

Shuns Honors .

* In additon to becoming 2
tional personage,. Knott in
years has become something ef an
ariable legend to hus fellow work-
ers ‘on The News, They tell of kis

lack of interest in anything e\ccpt:
the job at hand: he still hasn't un-!

packed from the move The News.
made to its new building in 1343.
They talk of ls. disregard for!

I'us P .c:t;lcrx. 3 techniqos that cut the

hada't brew fasing too well A 2as
tive of Aumzia, e Mad pown U
- Boux Gy, Iovws, and lster tok-
te.u:as%m}'n.&!{dmtb:
sH pewpaper erin ehe R
Iousrded the fowt cortespomdence
reixd e cartoonizns in Chicag
He 2ad ptoded 2t In-Chicam
e23 worked a3 e itustretor there
whea b put a charce 5 joia 8o
Whits Engravieg o, in Dallexs &t &
£t time, e Dalixe barowes w23 ¥
=4Ts mariery were st boeaing
tom what wea called the western
trada, They l\sd teen paying & S'

e..zravwz(vsu 1o a trird He zpert
hi¢ £r32 yeare i1 Dallaz flustnatng 3
fcm\kzu-z e pize of the Jresemt

.‘:z’:n:k whsh hs:k.
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Meanwhile, he had met e Jate

S e buvert i e Syov of
Dest prked pemly. Boyd weee
him a esuste fener, poimtoZ ol
(2t pesgle cut whest Wity g
cpdls, rot @ eoyha,

g4 watch &t Gn sizel wmammrﬂﬁﬂh—b&aﬂ
thepees’ hxaf Lm m:‘uun.
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3
SIS op krew tat” ey Koo, “bt
1 coulda’t draw cag of the damn
thirg.”

Durlzg ol there yoars, Knodt kas
P wmizhly doe just as de penced.

e B pever-bad the heart ta turn;
E dowe mary mizpestion: and was;
4 m‘-vmukm:mmcjobmtk
B bagd very little intenticn of doirg. |
Pecple wha dy'cted en it later|
Invaristly wosld gt 6n enthusiss-
ic “Stall do! 8‘.!!1 da"‘ ftgot o
be . sgs thxt mk!ng wn feriy.!
coming,
Younger. ru‘.ur.zxt; a'bo mﬁt
3 his adviee gleays gob g1 imme
diate  and emhusiuﬂc, "Gmd
idrat™ L
For years, Koot Eked © mu
Colorado on vacation, thers t3 play
chess and talk with Artist Max-
well Boardman, On see soth trip,
he z0¢ ton interested to retars in
time. The office begen rending let-

henors. There wae the time ml

1889, for instance, when he WONL precoott Taomey. managing edi-
lbehgmd plaque of the Headhht‘x‘"m_ of The News and also an artist,
The rewspeper learnad- of it in‘at the encravinz company. Teomey
A wire servieg dispatch from At-loffered Knoft a job, and on @
Jantic City. and a reporter went 10 Dacember morninz in the middle
see Krott for details. Knott 2ently of a norther, under skies that
replied that ke had never heard of threatened ram. Knott walked intey
any such awaerl. The reporter read’the old plant at Commerce and!
kim scee of the details ‘Lamar and began his work, the one
“0a. 385" he said. I believe Lfyll-tims artist on 2  newspaper
did zet some letter about that.” that now employs them by the
He turned to the correspondence-:dozen.
laden lable at the other side of thei Kort did line dmmru for. ad-
room from his drawing - board, v He dr
fished around the letters forjHe made etehinzs !or the magazine
awhile and came up with lhclsccunn when the Tate J. J. Ta\lor
notice of his prize. iwas magazine editor. He did ond

Dr John Knott at work,

csrtoons for which he i is famous.

DRlige Neva el Pen

and (above) some of Lhc

- Didi’t Arrive

ters urging his return, and each
got an affatle reply: “Am rushing
buck; will he there shoetly."” He
returned some six weeks latez.

.t

He meart io b & fainter. Hist dincrion ared prused Bowll yo by aluavs hed a distate for

lonked ke a gmd lifs,

“Brer ard rigtiles,”
in later yoary, with ¢ xna, CThat's:
“the Nifs I wanird. It's enll good:
if you cam get

Runs Out’

Money

And hus fellow workers talk oloccasional cartoons, however, arvL
old escapades and old camera-jwhen, in 1910, he decided to fo to}

His money w25 cul, bowdver,

ja the art all B litr. He taught

st '\m‘egwnu*; for slmost twenty years

fa the Dallas prbhe evening!
schonly,

toora  during- Worrdrow Wilsss's
first esmpaixn for the Presidency
ia 1912, ¥or years, they appeared
on the Brat puge of the paper.

publicity and for compliments.
When the Naticnal Safety Cauncil
jzave im iz eward, he #aid ke
tdidn’t delizve he'd be able to po (0

He ”m dowing daily “r'l(hun 26 1% Whea they offersd

‘to give Nim & dinneT 2 Dallae, ke
isaid that wocld put them to tod
much tresible, They wnded up by
{leaving the swzrd st his aﬁ‘xm

deries, for Knott is that rare sort
who is both 2 shy and 2 compan-;

Europe and smdy zt the Rn)zl after three semevtery in Municd,
Academy in Munich, he didn't have|and he came back o Na »au
a career of cartocning in mind.  The News. He came hck 4 pminter]

With the firyt Wacld. War, he!while he wes out.
sudderly commanded rational and|
internationa! zttention. His car-

And on his fortieth anriversaty
ar 2 News emplayse, the mowrs-

jonable man.

teons on the Kaiser and the Ger-
man warlords had in them zome-|
thing of-the bite of Daumier, whom
'RKnott then admired, They were
rather strange ones for Kmtt, for
his cartoons generally have been
goodhumered. He hav liked and
been vastly amused at the apec-
tacle of humanity. Such cartoons
as his Christmax piece for 1917,
showing numbedess ranked young
men with.a spectre and the scythe
in the background, and another
depicting a mother and her chil-
dren sorrowing at a colfin with)
the Kaiser in the doorway im.|
periously ordering, “Celebrate™—|
these cut savaxely at the con-
sciousress. They were reprinted in|
countless newspapers, in the oid
Literary Digest, in Review of Ra-
views. After the war, Knott pub-
lished a book of them.

Style Imiproves

For forty years, he turned out a|
cartoon a day, seven days a week.
. As he worked, his style became|
‘tiner and finer. Among other car
‘toonists, he was admired for his!
‘economy of line and for the in-|
. stinctive eomposition of his draw-.
ings. They wers never mere
presertations.

The light of an original person-
ality lit each of them, and he had
a broad understanding of public al-
fairs that lent them point.

;. In those years, he tumned out the
drawings incredibly fast, standing!
‘at the drawing board so relaxed
ithat he looked listless, his pencil,
working absently but unerringly.
:As he worked, he might chat with
‘a friend, talking in an amiable
 mumble around the cigar that ke
‘seemed 1o smoke ceaselessly, his
‘eyelids drooping sleepily, his face
‘senlly quizzical,

! He had created Old Man Texas
|;carly in his career. The model was|
iUncle Jimmy Boyd, a Lancaster]
ideer hunter who used to send veni
son to members of The News staff.
Knon met him one day when Boyd
icamem fo see Harry Lee Marriner,
ithe stall poct, and made a-sketch
of Boyd's head. He lengthened
Boyd's body alittle, added a broad-
brimmed ‘hat and introduced Ctd
Man Texas. The character became
famous:

‘A Wreng Tool

During the depression years, he
‘produced a cartoon of Old Man
Texas standing in the ruin of thel
| dusibowl with a caption that cried
{out, “This Is My Land.”” That one!
iwon Knott a Pulitzer citation.

i Boyd remained Knolt's friend
Lhrwghmt hig life. Lale in ‘the
1230‘; Knott drew a picture ‘of

oo Big Giss§ ervaies often drop -




