
War of 1812 widow’s pension application of Martha Adams Rainwater, 11 Jun

1878, Brenham, TX, from William Rainwater

State of Georgia, County of Green

On this twenty-first day of January A. D. eighteen hundred and fifty-one, personally appeared 

before me a Justice of the Peace within and for the county and state aforesaid, Martha 

Rainwater, aged 55 years, a resident of Green County in the State of Georgia, who being duly 

sworn according to law declares that she is the widow of John Rainwater deceased who was a 

Private in the company commanded by Captain Alexander Morehead (a volunteer company) in

the Battalion commanded by Major John McMillan in the Second Regiment of South Carolina 

Volunteers commanded by Col. Reuben Nash in the War with the Creek Indians (in the British 

War) declared by the United States on the 18th of June 1812. That her said husband volunteered

in Pendleton (now Anderson) District, South Carolina on or about the last of 1813 or the first of

1814 for the term of six months and continued in actual service in said war for the term of six 

months and was honorably discharged at Fort Hawkins Georgia about the first day of August 

1814 having received a written discharge which was burnt with his dwelling in 1836. The fact 

of his honorable discharge will appear by the muster roll of said company.

She further states that she was married to the said John Rainwater in Pendleton District, South 

Carolina on the 14th day of March A. D. 1815 by M. Collins, a preacher, and that her name 

before her said marriage was Martha Adams and that her said husband died in Green Cunty 

Georgia on the 24th day of July A. D. 1836, and that she is still a widow, that if there be any 

record of her marriage she doesn’t know it unless it be in Pendleton District, South Carolina.

She makes this declaration for the purposes of obtaining the bounty land to which she may be 

entitled under the Act passed September 28th 1850 and she hereby appoints Dr. D. Cooper her 

agent to obtain her Bounty Land Warrant.

Martha Rainwater

Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written.

B. E. Spencer, J. P.



State of South Carolina, Anderson District

Personally appeared Samuel Bowen and Polly Bowen before me and made oath that they were 

personally acquainted with John Rainwater and also Martha Adams; that they were married on

or about the 14th day of March 1815 and that they lived together as man and wife for many 

years, or until they left the State of South Carolina. They further state that they believe that 

they were married by one M. Collins, a regular ordained minister of the gospel.

Sworn before me this 10th day of February 1850

Samuel Bowen, Polly Bowen

J. M. Whitefield, M.A.D.

George D. Taliafarro County, [Georgia]

Personally came before me Jesse M. Harris and his wife Louisa C. Harris and after being duly 

sworn deposeth and saeth that John Rainwater departed this life the 24th day of July 1836. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this the 10 day of April 1851.

Jesse Harris {mark}, Louisa C. Harris {mark}

Wm. T. Thiker, J.P.
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