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Dr. C. W. Presnall Hangs Himself
Commits suicide in room early today
Former Trinidad specialists rings down curtain on tragedy of his life
Pueblo, May 29 (A.P.) – Dr. Caleb W. Presnall, Trinidad medical specialist and war veteran,
charged with the murder of his wife, May James Presnall, last July, hanged himself at the
Woodcroft sanitarium early today.
Presnall’s body was discovered by hospital attendants at six-thirty o’clock hanging from a
screen in his room. He tore his handkerchief into strips, tied it around his neck and suspended
himself from the screen.
Presnall was under observation here as to his sanity as a result of a hearing held at Trinidad on
May 12. Dr. C. W. Thompson, in charge of Woodcroft, said that Presnall showed symptoms of
medical disturbance, but that no suicidal tendencies was evident.
During the World War, Presnall served as a major. He was 33 years old and following the
death of his wife claims of insanity have been made on his behalf. He was under observation
at Fitzsimmons hospital near Denver and in February of this year was operated on in an
eastern hospital for tumors of the brain. Although all the symptoms were present, no tumor
was found, according to the statement of Dr. C. W. Thompson.
Dr. Presnall was for a number of years engaged in the practice of a specialist in Trinidad and
occupied offices in the McCormick building. He enlisted early in the war in the medical corps
and saw service overseas and returned with the rank of Major. Returning to Trinidad after the
war he resumed his practice but his health was noticeably impaired and about in Mary 1924, he
decided to give up his regular practice.
In that month, he went to the Fitzsimmons hospital in Denver and remained there until late in
June and it was then, according to reports of the veterans’ bureau hospital staff that a general
mental deterioration of Dr. Presnall was first observed.
Dr. Presnall returned to Trinidad and on July 4 occurred the tragedy of the death of his wife,
May James Presnall. On the morning of July 5, it was reported that Mrs. Presnall had been
fatally injured in an automobile accident on the Stonewall highway near Valdes. It was

reported that in this accident, Mrs. Presnall had been precipitated over a high embankment. A
motorist passing had found Presnall with the apparently lifeless body of his wife stretched out
on blankets by the roadside and in a state of nervous collapse the doctor was unable to give a
coherent or connected account of what happened.
In a few days an inquest was conducted and the coroner’s jury found the testimony given that
the death of Mrs. Presnall was not caused by an auto accident but what [unclear] had come to
her death by a blow inflicted by some blunt instrument in the hands of parties unknown to the
jury. In the meantime, Dr. Presnall was again at the veterans hospital in Denver, having been
taken there immediately after the funeral and had been confined there for months when he was
finally removed to Johns Hopkins hospital at Baltimore for a cerebral operation to ascertain to
what extent if any his brain was affected. After the operation he was again removed to the
Denver hospital.
The early part of this month, Dr. Presnall was brought to Trinidad for an Inquisition in lunacy
before a count commission composed of Drs. Ben Benboar and H. C. Lee with Dr. C. W.
Thompson, superintendant of Woodcroft hospital at Pueblo appearing for the state as an expert
on mental disease. After the hearing, Dr. Thompson before rendering an opinion asked for a
period of thirty days in which to keep Presnall under observation at his hospital and this was
granted, Judge Raiston declaring a continuance of 40 days for report.
Preceding all this, District Attorney J. W. Hawley had filed information in the district court
charging Dr. Presnall with the murder of his wife, but owing to the insanity probe asked for by
A. W. McHendrie, counsel for Presnall, no trial date was set. Dr. Presnall was under the care
and observation of Dr. Thompson at Woodcroft hospital when Presnall took his own life early
today.
A. W. McHendrie, who was council for Dr. Presnall, was notified by telephone immediately
after the suicide of his client was discovered. When interviewed this morning at his office in
the Colorado building, Mr. McHendrie said there was no statement he cared to make. He
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said in response to a question that since Presnall had been taken to the Woodcroft hospital
after the lunacy hearing here, Dr. Thompson had advised him several [unclear] on the
condition of Presnall and had said that his mental deterioration seemed to be progressing
rapidly as the diagnosis of the veterans’ bureau doctors indicated in their reports. Dr.

Thompson said this morning that Presnall had been kept under close surveillance and
observation and no fear of suicide had been entertained by the hospital authorities.
Mr. McHendrie expressed his belief that Dr. Presnall’s physical and mental state was such that
he would not have lived many months at best. The suicide of Dr. Presnall convinced him,
McHendrie said, that his client’s insanity had advanced rapidly since leaving Trinidad this last
time.
The body of Dr. Presnall will be shipped to Trinidad and received by Campbell-Lewis Mortuary
sometime tomorrow. A brother and sister of the deceased are reported to be on their way here.
Funeral arrangements will be made later.

