






Life’s Burden is Too Great, Wife Slayer Suspect Kills Self
The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, Colorado
Saturday, May 30, 1925

Dr. C. W. Presnall of Trinidad found dead early Friday

Tragedy occurs in room at Woodcroft Hospital here where he was patient

Uses handkerchief tied to window bar for rope

Placed in sanitarium following insanity hearing a short time ago

Using a single pocket handkerchief as an instrument of death, Dr. Caleb W. Presnall, an ex-
major of the U. S. Army committed suicide at 6:00 o’clock Friday morning by hanging at 
Woodcroft Hospital, this city, where he was under observation for sanity.  He had been 
indicted by a grand jury in Trinidad last July for the murder of his wife.

The ex-army officer had mounted a chair tied a handkerchief around one of the bars over the 
window and his neck, and then kicked the chair from under him.  He was dead when found by 
one of the nurses.  Dr. Johnson, county coroner, was called and after the investigation said that 
institution was absolutely blameless for the death, and further commented on the splendid 
record that the hospital enjoys in the lack of the occurrence of such affairs among the numbers 
of mentally depressed that are under treatment.

Dr. C. W. Thompson, superintendent of Woodcroft, told one of the nurses finding Dr. Presnall 
and calling him.  Every means had been taken to prevent such a thing happening, Dr. 
Thompson said, as all instruments and means [unreadable] had been taken from the patient, 
even to the cord from his bathrobe.  Dr. Thompson said that the dead man was considered one 
of the most efficient physicians in the state before [unreadable] had never been able to practice 
since that time.

Major in the World War

Dr. Presnall was a major oversees in the World war, and when he returned was sent to 
Fitzsimmons Hospital to the department of mental disease for treatment.  It was when he was 
on a leave of absence from the hospital that his wife was killed.  The circumstances 
surrounding her death were mysterious and a special grand jury indicted her husband for the 
death.

Mrs. Presnall was killed in an auto accident July 4, 1924. She and her husband were occupants 
of the car, which was found overturned at the edge of a precipice, Mrs. Presnall having a 



fractured scull and several bruises about her body, while the doctor was not hurt.  He was 
returned to  Fitzsimmons after he had been unable to give a satisfactory explanation of the 
tragedy, and the report from the hospital said that he was unmoved over his wife’s death as 
over what he was going to have for breakfast.

Underwent Operation

On February 21, 1926, Dr. Presnall was taken to Johns Hopkins Hospital at Baltimore, and an 
operation was performed on the frontal lobe of his brain for a brain tumor.  There was no 
benefit from this operation and he was discharged.

Mary 12 of this year there was a lunacy hearing at Trinidad for Dr. Presnall and there was such
conflicting testimony that the defendant was sent to the local hospital
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for observation before the hearing was continued.  While here, Dr. Thompson said, the patient 
has showed memory disturbances, emotional instability and delusions of persecution.  Other 
definite symptoms have been noticed.

Only a few details from the doctor’s life could be obtained from the reports of various hospitals
where he had been confined.  He was about 45 years of age and self-educated.  He was born in 
the south and his father died when he was but an infant.  Until he was 12 years old, Presnall 
had told friends, he was troubled with his eyes and because he though that “he couldn’t fit the 
bill” ran away from home.

Fence Rider in Texas

He drifted into Texas and the first job that he had was a fence rider, afterwards graduating into 
a full-fledged cowboy.  His early education was his own, but he finally prepared himself for 
entrance into the University of Louisville, Ky, and graduated at the age of 30 in medicine.

His first wife was usually in poor health and they moved to Oklahoma on her account.  At 
Canton, Okla., the doctor established a hospital, forty-five miles from a railroad, and 
maintained it for many years.  For one year he was in charge of the government hospital at 
Fort William Seward, Alaska.



In 1914, he was doing postgraduate work in the Royal Ophthalmic hospital, London, and at the 
outbreak of the war came to Trinidad, and started to practice.  He joined the United States 
Army in 1917 and was sent to Fort Riley, Kansas, where in June he suffered from a sunstroke 
and following that, frequently lapses of memory.



Said to Have Had Spells

He was sent overseas with the medical corps and his associates tell of instances on the boat 
and in France when Presnall was subject to memory spells.  When he returned to Trinidad, his 
friends state that he acted “queer” as he was treading a patient he would sometimes forget the 
case entirely until reminded of the nature of it by his assistant.

From the meager history available, it appears that periods of depression, fits of melancholy and
lapses of memory were frequent in the life of the man.  It is thought that he was subject to 
epileptic fits in his youth.

He was brought to Woodcroft May 14 to be placed under observation for thirty days.  Dr. C. W.
Thompson had refused to testify at the hearing recently unless he had more time to study the 
case.

The body is in the care of Rouck Funeral Home.


