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eniniscences of *re., ., C. :.;.inwnter frnm 11'3:11 tn 186.;. _

'y father, dnmuﬂl Fowler of "arylnnri, gae one nf the first

""-""iﬂa“ of: Tenton County, 'o. Our home was a mile from the litd&? 2

town of Cole Canp, which i3 about. twenty .mi

Iy

ka# north-east of

£ ;ﬁa‘.cﬂw.~~th6 t: nty naﬁt, =nd- ahout t.ha me diﬂtmca Arom hedﬂii‘

;greated ﬁhm'ﬁ L3 *J;;al(t gﬁm

'f#ﬂa gﬂtting up 2 fompany of Home Guards ﬂnmﬂaiad nf union men, .
'ﬂmatly ‘ermang, 14 W23 9231 thitt he W aueccesd:d in gatiing wmé

s ﬁunﬂmr afternoun. “Ju

agony ﬂf 5uﬂp¢nﬁe whila awvaiting new3 of the expedition.

‘one.  Tednesdsy, the sighteenth, the arsaw OGrays roturnad and

. elosely,. . kany left their homes. -It-waas here I took laaye of m{%&.ﬂ;b_,_&.
ﬂ"yaunr huabnnd”'nnt1kn:wiﬁf when or hnw. ﬁr if over we would meet o
‘ngain, Iha #outharh h”mf'ﬁnvai ﬁﬂuth qnﬂ our locnlity was evér ..
atter 1;;1‘ ;

_,m;m;, it a.luft.. Fmdm_."'._._.:-_;_...;.
8, ‘I belieye,. xﬁum& '

ThB J_P-aﬂ g}lﬂ ﬂﬁ& anﬂ;ﬂiai lnp’ 3
| . sooniafter this it 00

"ﬁ "

Tirst ﬂanrudafd%e fia:

r % A g
: .—n rusiorad ,tmt ¥ man named . o0k, wh ?&ﬁ‘!’ﬁb‘ﬂnme Pour ritles northi -

“ole Gamp,” nnd who ¥ad some years hefore moved from the north, _‘-

-J :.-f_'

'-'\..

tidrze ar Tour hundrad men tojcther ~nd jone inta rﬂm? in =and ﬁrqund
a.vacant. ho'i1se in the timber, some two miles 2nst out of town, In

 the meanwhile the Jouthern men were not idle.:  ecruiting was going
on at Jariaw, - Hy hngbnnd with other 3ou herx mt‘m went thara t.n e
wgnliat under Lhe southern banner, - ‘alter 5 __,1une wnd elacted -

ﬁptuin of tha “ar3aaw Grays., The Confedera f}_ it araaw ﬁn&w.e&a-

J&a ﬁetﬁmined.,11;‘_-_"_9-331111&. t.c: disperse ‘thée home unrdbmgkd i

‘ole ‘Camp,  The Wardaw drayso( p@t %%t‘tq;*taa fr% Haraaw, il

e 16, 1861, - “arly Yonday morninj v apt.- ‘Bopk

and his men were iakXen by $urnriﬂe-- a battle en3ned-o ‘the home & i

auArd3 ronted -nd disperszd. 'The nimber of'killed nnd wounted has =~

never been accurately told., ‘he Confederates had two killed and o8 e
four wounded, ' I had gone us 1% Tarsaw n few dnya before, nct knaw— 1

ing that any . movenment was contemplated, Vell do I remember the .

The wumen vere _,a;xin,, wiiforms for the soldicrs, -nd o do mﬂ:.
I‘F‘I“of'iher 'EHT'CI' workir: herder in ny 1ifs than on that "nnday’, W ilE ~ o3
'umit.in'r news of iLhe botile, for we knaw thera had been or would be

huriad their de-~d,
Cn the mornin; of the 19th, ‘ov. Jackson eroiilad tha Tange at

argaw on his retrent from Joonvills. The people of nrsaw were
panic 3trigken, thinkiag thnt “en, Lyons was followin; Jacitson

a- €. 1t wa3s some moniha
man qampmy tngéthermi
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.h :' e .;_q,_.
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ivery man 3usnected of being ia sympnthy with Ghe .outh was i
under eonatant surveillonce., ''nfortunately for onur sectlon, inere
congregnted in nnd nenr Cole Camp, lawleds men from many ploces,
and under the :misc of fome Gu=arda, comnitted thefts and murders..

Tefore comiitting depredations, drinking wns always resorted
to., They ware the terraer of surrounding sounties, 7‘en wonld be
ealled to the door at night and shot down without warning or provo-
eation,  1n the £~11 of 1863, one Sunday afternosn, these {iends
atarted out and by enday morning had murdered three innocent men
in their homea sur ounded by their families. ¥otwithatanding the

horrord and anxieties of the times, we were often amused with the -

results of expeditions sent in to the Oasage Hills, some ten miles
away, to capture or ki1l two men named 5mith, These men had been
with the confedsrate army but did not rewain, and came baek to
their cabins in the hills, and from being hunted, became what was -
-tarmnqhgbqah_yhngk;rs,?“4gh§m'ﬂmme.Quardaﬂ determined to rid the . ._
County of theae mm—:iug.t%t'?gii}i.;_naptm or drive them away, .
B e e i rar 2 e e T : s 7 s =
. Wwe would frequently:see a squad or company start out after
tﬁn'ﬂmithn and possibly the next day would hear that the Federals
hﬂdqlﬂiﬂ!ﬁ et n'ﬂumhuunu{':.nnd. in less than an hour the Smiths i
dinsd at the same house,. The houses of thease men were burned and
their wives taken prisoners, but by threat: of retaliation by

burning the homeés of union men, forced the release of the women,

?%fﬂfhll game of hide and seak was ﬁ;ﬁt;uﬁ-fér #eﬁfﬁ'ﬂnﬂ'§0;§af_“"'
28 1 know the ‘miths were naver captured.

- 'In 1BG3; times bhecame 89 very troubled, and our family so
anxious for ‘the safety of my father, that it was declded that he

and myself should go te varyland.and visit relatives until pence be

restored, 1 was to go because of threats to burn ihe house over ny

mother's head if I remained, inasmugh as my Jmsband wns in the

- Gouthern amy, ~1n 1864 while in Faryland, I Teceived word thabe &
“*aj, Rainwater had been dan erously wounded at Tdich Bayou, in - "7
ber &nd a3 Soon a3 I 6ould afrahfd, 1"BAMms OGN~ G 3tretuife’Bayetten-
ing ing to ankithnt-thp:Fnﬂcxgl-&uihqritinsﬁpermit_me to o through
the 1ines, but on arriving in 5t,” Louis, I found that the message

.~ was sent me by HMiss Hattie Bnodgrass who had been banished from it,
Louis and had ventured back to look after her aged mot-er, but in-
tended to return South and I was expected to go with her, iss
3nodzrass would not be rendy to return hefors October. This meant

a walt of some weeks, running the blockade, and slipping through

the lines, The plan was to @o by boal, Dbe transferred to the gun-
boat patralling batween Helena and Vickaburg, and zet the Captaln

to put us ashore at “olumbus, Arkansas, thus avolding Army Peats -
where soldiers were stationed., 1In our party was to be 7"iss inod-
grass, known for the time ns 'iss ¥iller, /Z2ee/ sainivater and "rs,
Van Court. 17183 Jnodgrass being so well known in 3t. Louis it was
deemed best that she and ‘myself should go to Cairo by rail and take
_the boat there. - jio hridge being over the river at that time, we _
had to ferry over and taXe cars in Zast 8%, Touia. A mistake was"
mede in eallinz for usp we missed the train and had te return to 1
Louis for the night. 0f course, we were fearful that we would miss

the boat but fortunately for us, the boat got on a sand bar and did
not get in until we arrived. %e wexre %o go on Capt. Burdeau's boat,
he knowinz who we were, and what we wished Lo do. There was -~ de-
tective on the boat whose duty it was to search all baggage for con-
traband gnodsa, such a3 confederate gray cloth, letters, gold, etc.
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133 Snodgras3 hnd sa mueh that was contyabnnd, including sold
nnid A larze nackae of 1>ttﬂr:, that she wal advised by a friend in
Cairo not to attemmt 2l1l, sa 3he repacked her trun-s nnd left ona

np11nd e all had grﬂ; ﬂlﬁth made into make believe underakirts,

1 had no fear of being recognizad my3elf, but was unsasy about.
"igs Onodgrnss as sha was as well known in 3t, Louis, 43 we went
aboard lhe hoat, nne of the clerks stonding hy the Captain remnrked,
Wihy, if there 1Hn‘t 77isa Yattie Snodgrassi® The antain quiatly
answered, "You are mistanken, that is Miss ¥Miller,® The hint wes
observed, and the young clerk who had been a.3abbath ichool punil
of 1iss 548 knew her thereafter as "iss 1'iller. ihe found an 3
acquaintance in one of the nilots alao, but he teoo wos a Southern
man. The detective was E‘nﬂphew of a 'r, Dutrow, who was banished
from St. Louis at the same time I"iss 5, was, and - thus she knew of
hdm and hig family without his knowing who ahe Was, /e were exceedw
1n¢13.anxinuﬁ to have our bagiage searchod and have the anxiety
over, %Ye asked severnl timen that it be done and I am inelined to
think that our expreszed willingness somewhat disarmed the So=s 7).
called "trunk digger."  “hen the Search took place we n33isted at
tha performance, opening the anartments and 1iftingz trays, the
officer not 1lifting a single article, simply nreqqed his hands
around the sides of the trunks a 1little and that was 211, The
“{ trunks were prepared for ths oceasion, /11 went well until we ' i
'+ reached “‘emphis, where we had to go to a Wederal office and takel
. oath of allegiance to the i/, 5, A.j swore not to aid or sbet, gt
ete., a1l With 2 decided ﬂentpl reservation, At Memphis we w#gz
Joined by a ''ra. Hichols whose home was in chieot County, Ark,, and
‘who wished :to land at Columbus alse, Of all the lame stories ever
mapped out to be told in case we got into close quarters, the one
we adopted was the lamest, I rewlly dn not know why we were not
ausuactad. arrested and sent baeck, Yere isg the story, Ve were
from Pittahurg, .Pa, Fiss Miller had left there some years befaere.
the war, and had gone to Arkansas to teach sehool, had been norih
to 1ttanﬁ to husiness and wns on her way home, I was a friend
going to spend the winter with her, Vrs, Van Court was a friend of
Miss Miller's mother who was zoing down for her health, ¥iss .
Hnodarass as a child hadilived in Pittaburg bnt neither Yra, Van
Court nor myself knew a street or any merson in that ecity,

Shortly after leaving “emphis, we were n1l1 seated In the
czbin; not far from me was seacted .our quandam 7iss Miller in
conversation with our detective, I wes attracted to them by henr-
ingz her say, "Iaa, I am southern from the erown of my head to the
soles of ny feet." Others had heard the remark alse; poar ''rs,
Van Court's tellestale face bezan to burn, and red sputﬁ appenr on
each chneek, and a lady from ‘lelena was tryiny her best to warn
"ims Tiller to whom she was talking, while I wunﬂered, wiaat next,
T« "atrow, the detective, answered, "1 am surprized, iss HIiller,
to liear you gay this, and you from vittsburgi® "ves," she 3aid,

"l am for the Souths 1 have lived with the scuthern peonle lnn“
enouzh to know them, and they have my sympathy,® She diascovered
that others were listening and she turned and said, "ir, Dutrow, J
did not seek this conversation, You have forced 1t upon me, I may
have offendsd some one; there are wi?ea of Tederal officers =stoard,
They may have heard and this may zet me into trouble, and if it B
does, you must see me through it.”

He pruteated that no harm was meant, =2nd nons should come of
it, and nothing more was sanid. An amu3ing ineident took place on=
day when the détective wa3 sittin; by the table in the cabin a2nd
picked up & vair of new gauntlets belonging to i3s3 Bnodgraas,
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There wa3 pen and ink near and he said, "With your permiﬁaion,zfj
is3 Tiller, I will mark your sloves for you." With her consent he
wrote, "¥iss Hattie Miller,"™ And turning to her said, "Jour address,
how do you spell it?*® 3he was nonplussed and continued very busy
with her sewing for she could not spell the name of ler adopted
county and village, dut “rs, Nichols who wns to the "anor-born®,
promptly came to her aid and spelled GChigot, -

. To our dismay we passed the patrol gunboat in a fog al nizht
and what to do was the question. After consulting with the Captain,
it wns deemed best to remain on the boat, make the trip o New =
rfrleans and try to calch the gunboat on iha up trip rather than
transfer to another boat and run the risk of encountering another
detective., While aweiting the tranafer of cargoes at Tew Orleans,
we, one morning, visited the famous French market, dresaed, of
gourse, in northern ¢lothes and naturally were judged accordingly,
After we had our French coffee and had seen the sights, we started -
for t1e boat and as we were passing down an aisle of the market,
met two negro women. One of them attracted my attention immediate-
1y by her large and venomous eyes, -1 never saw such complete hatred
expressed in eyes before. Uhe was looking me squarely in the face -
and Just as ahe passed my shoulder she turned her head and hissed-
"Yanks"=and went on. 7e started north the third day, and all went
well until we passed tha gunboat again at night, while it was anch-
ored at Vicksburge Now sométhing must be done, to go back to. 3t,.
Louis meant certazin detection. The only alternative was to land at
skipwith's Landing in Iissisalopl, where there was a gunboat stas -
tioned provided the captain would allow us, and care for us until
the patrol gunboat came up, We arrived at Skipwith on Friday about
noon, the gunboat Captain regeived our party of four courteously,
put said the only accommodation that he eould offer us was the occu-
pancy of a small vacant store-room a short distance from the shors,
and have & negrp woman prepare our meals, Ve were furnished bedding
and .a pistol, Yrs, FNichols could side a gun effectively if neces-. .
sarys Our situation was not al enviable one, when it is remembered
that the gunboat houses its officers and ¢rew and what on shore and
nearer us were armed nezroes, Ve were not molested in anhy way &nd
in faot we discoyvered, after retiring, that a guard had been set for
our protection as we could hear the patrol pass., The officers trects
ed us with the greatest courtesy, however., 1 have always thought
that a 1ittle gunboat practice was gotten up the last evening of our

for our special benefit, UWe had heard from our firsti arrival
th=t confederate scouts had been not far away nnd it was feared a
dash might be made for Skipwith and the gunboat, and this particular
day, more rumors than usual had been brought in. W%e were not -1
alarmed for we were not afraid of the Confederates. About dusk the
Captain and his Lieutennnt came up to see how we were getting along.
They had been there but a shsrt time when an officer called for the
captain who went out and almost immadintely we heard the report of =
gun and then another, and the Licutenant got out of the room "double
quick", In a moment the firing seemed general and we thougit that
the Confederates had made a dash sure enough, cur Captain, }iss
7'iller, was equal to the emergency, Tler order was, come help bar
the door, and now girls dro» on the fleor and be out of ths range
of bullets, %“hile the firing waa at its height one of the combat-
ants gave & dismal groan ns though desperately hurt, and ¥Ire. Van
Court remarked, "There i3 one poor seul gone to glory." The fray
lagted only & few momentis, ; :
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and we soon found out it was a3imply & tuie, whather for our venaefit
or to ;ive the junboat crew aractice, w2 naver iknaw, hen we 3aW
the TLieutenant n;ain we laughed at him for making such good time
towards the river, 'Te said that he did not feel a bit comfortable
wrnen he reached the bnnk, to hear orders being given and the ua "z
gunners at the guns, : : :

. On Sunday sbout noon the much desired gunboat came in sight,
waa signaled, and landed and we four women were rejolced when
Captain Burnes, who was in command, graciously consented 1o, take
us to our destination, iss Miller was our spokesman and made all
arrangements with the “aptian., Only two of us could take meals
at the Captain's table, the other two must mess with the other

,officers, 1 was to take lra. Van Court to the Captain's table, .
. 'a8 this would be less trying for ¥rs. VYnn Court than with so many
“iyfofficers, _ e : & e .

o
w gy
raa e

- ‘At the first meal it begame my part to make good our lame
. story. After preliminary table courtesies the Cantain remnarked,
¥ »¥ou are from Pittaburg, 1 beliéve." "Yes, 5ir," I replied, And
"I thought, now for some big story telling. His next was, "The -
most of my crew are from Pittsburz. Yy firat officer, Lieutenantea
i{s from tlieres. Do you know him?® I called the name over 3gveral
times a3 though trying to remember and said, "The name is not
familiar to me, and 1 am sure I never met him." The Captain let
the subject drop for which I wa3 exceedin;ly thankful. Poor Mrs,
Van Court's checks had assumed the hectic's flush and 1 thought
any one —ight know that somethin; was not rizght,

e were treated with the greatest courtesy by the Captain
and officera.

‘As the sun was nearing the western horizon on onday, we
‘peached Columbus; = landing was made noxrth of the town in a clump -
of willows, e were ready to go ashore and were standing talking .
to the Captain, the quandam ¥iss ¥iller was opposite the “aptdin
and doing most of the talking when he cut the subject short and
asked, "Have you any letters?® . "io, sir," was her prompt reply.

I have a verbal message for a lady who went tn Texas before the
war for the health of her husband, Te has since died, Iler mother
wishes her to go home. A verbal message for her, sir, and that

i3 pall.m

The little hand=-bag carried by 'isa ¥Yiller and almest touch-
ing the captain would have told a different story had it been
exnmined. e bid a zlad good bye to the gunboat and its officers
and were soon with friends who had bzen on the outlook for us for
wealks. . E ;

A courier was sent to 'amburg to secure transportation which
finally reached us in the shape of a plantation cotton wagon drawn
by four mules, I had not been quite well for several days and at
the end of the first day's journey, had to be left behind to
await the coming of my husbnand,  He was at Camden and as soon.as he
heard that we had landed, startsd for the river in an ambulance and
met the wngon a day's Journey from where I wag, 'is feelings may
be imagined when he found that I was not one of the party. The
first intimation of his ncarness was when it was revorted to me
that an ambulance was at the gate. I looked out and saw my
husband on his way to the house léaning on o cruteh and cane, 'y
bright, bouyant, aective hushand permanently disabled for nctive
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agrvice in hia country's causel ‘e went to Cnomden, remalned
until the third week in Tecember when we went to Clarksville,
Texas, where we were when the sur render came in 1865, i .

4 Fajinwater graduall;r grew utrnnqu, first d;ngaﬁiﬂaf the
eruteh and then the cane, And when he found that he would be Jahlg{' :
to de without either, remarked, "I am s0 thankful® thﬂt‘fnlthhugh
1 carry a reminder of the war in my body, in the shape ugq‘jaadun 5
bullet, no one can tell it.,” In August lﬁﬁﬁ we. azgr;;ﬁ,_‘ gaas
'Imtis tu make u nur rut.ura huma, _nrruina in ﬁep ;




