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Narrator, Roscoe Rainwgter - 1966

On Friday viorning, March 25, 1966, Cristine 'phoned from Indisnapolis that
they woulg lsave there right after lunch the hext day (Saturday) for Vernon anc
for us to pe ready and go right back With them op Monday,

fell, they starteq Friday insteac of Saturday ang came breezing in here
about 4:00 Pyt Saturday, They wanteq to start bacl early Monday morning, but
I told thep I'could not make the trip just now - had some things Pending that

They won, g0 we laft Vernon, Texas, Monday morning at 8:0p A. V. March
28th = Llee gig all the driving ang T Was the Pilot, Reached Brownmood g+ 11:30
90 We stopped there for lunch at the STEAF HOUSE | wheor cust $3.88 for the gang,
then 333,50 7o s3s+ Distance travelieg 188 mileg,

#e drove on to San Seba, where .e visited witp Bess anc forth ang had
light Tsfreshments = those homemade cookdes were delicious - and we had 4 very
delightful vigqt there = then o to Taylor, vig Waterloo, Hoxie Ranch, etc,,
and old homes round there, finally arriving at Taylor at 4:00 P.li., whare we
spent the night, Cristine and Lee with Ze Ze ang Giriruds ang I with yrtle,
I told rtle wy were going to spang 30 days with her - _ng incidentally 1t got
out that I wgs short of 8XpPense money; so Sister Wyrtle figuredq 11 Would Le cleaper
on her to glve me Snough money t, get out of town than to feag the gang 30 days; so
%e left Taylor at 9:30 Tuesday morning March 29th.

fe drove thry Jacksonville, Henderson, Texarkany (However "& stnpped in
Jacksonvi] e for lunch) ang our next stop wag Arkadelphia, %here we ran into
SOTe peopls we net %hen in Californig 8ight yoers a0, = the Btu‘l'asou'r-, #aom
We visited for about one ang 4 half hours, 4ud then on to Littlerock, *here ye
Teant to gpspg ihe night; but missed the Highway around town which Ve meant to
take ang thereby misgeq all the lotels - S0 drove to Lonosk, about 20 mileg
beyond Littlerock before we coulg find a dNotael, It was near thy Rallrowd fracks
and tralys xept vouring thru there all night long ~ 50 we spent a very noisy night,

ifter g Very nice breaxfaagt We pulled oyt iarch 50th, going thry Forresg City,
Mamphi s, Tenn, Arlington, Jackson, ang mede Hollday Inn at #Mllan for Luuch,
lhen or anw &5 Wau Glay ksville ang 8cross the horder into 01g Kaintuck -
Russellville, Bowling Green, Columbia, Nancy and into Somerset, viiere we chucked
into Quality Cou- tg liotel aroung 7:00 P, M, However, gt Nancy we ctapped a fow minutes,
88 we noticed the name TARTAR on sope of the commercial 3igns, anj found oul the
U2 was very :ommon around there, TIp fact Liuvilile Tartsr wag Manager of the llotel
"® check into, We nad travellsg 1,373 miles since we left Vernon Monday, and ve
were all ybSeui Teady for 4 Tasi, First, t.‘nough,wa had s sallsfy the inver man; so
over to the Cafs, fhen the wat ress came to take our orgur 1 asied har ir she
kney, Jucge lartar, gje replisd that she kney hinm very wsll fngeeq, Toen I tolq
her I Tormeriy liveq hers, but 8ot run out of the Stats 7¢ Jears ago und thig LT

7ou mist surely call him while Jou are hera, or he will be soruly q1 sappointad -
de has an unli staq lephone ung his number is 676-4910 = Just reeled ofp hJﬂ

telephons uumber 1ike that withoyt rér-rring to any cacord,
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Then I said to her, "Hoy come you know my COUSIN well envuxh to have his
- unlisted number"? Well she ex:ILaimd about it and 4, all had a gond laugh over the
incident.
After eating we checked back into our rooms and I gave Juge Tarter e ring.
Told him whon I =m and thal we were just pessing thru on our way to Indlanapolis,
and had to be there April lst. Then he said - "Are you Uncle Joe Rainwaters' boy"
I snsvered in the affirmative, when he then sald "I thought I rec>nized your voice"
and _o must get together while you are hers., He told me he would be out of town
the ¥ollowing morning, as he had to hold court in Faubush, but would be back in the
afternoon anc I would find him at his office in the Court House. He then told of a
cousin of ours who lived 1n liancy, who was getting old, semi-retired, and would be
availabls to show u. around at Calntown, Waterloo, etec.
Well, early Thursday morniaog, March 3lst, e took off to visit lhe Old Home
Place, Stopplng ab Nancy we called on our Cousin Hobert Warner and asked for
directions to Waterloo. A fter telling him whom we were his wifs suggested that
Hobert jist taks of® and show us around. He had alrsady been out %o the farm and
fod the cattls, and she said she goull mind the store., bUirse Warner caubloned him
though to go home flirst and change clothes, espesially those oli dirty eheee shoes.
Su off he goes lhru tne back door, sayigg I'll be back in s minute. While he was
changing his shoes his wife told us the history of the'r business. Her father and
mother ran the store before them, and her grand parents back of them; so she feels
that this stors musi ieep going, raln,sleet or smow, Small store rignt by the side
of the Highway = beea there perhaps 100 years or more = they sell groceriss, cry goods,
feed, fertilizers., etz., = have a barber chalr in the back end - he 1s the country
barbar = in addition he is a Notary Public, Insurance Agent, Farmer, Good #ill
mlssionary to all vieitors, etic.,
— Well, off we go, and iékbert starts talking, never stopped during the entire
tour. S howsd us his farms - at least four or five of them which ve pacsed, then
on to ®aterloo. nen the Highway was buill it missed Waterloo and Celn Tovin.
fiutarloo all dried up and the only bullding there wnlcl ivemalos Croir the Nineteenth
Century is the old Waterloo 3chool nouse = Hobert and I had our plclures made standing
in front of the bullding. He shoysd us where my Dac ana Urncie Johneon's siure stood,
also where my wand-Parents Weddle's home place once etood = uot there nd ore.:
Then tried to get over to where our old hnomestead stood, but the lane had grown up
in thizkets so impassable for a car. We then went thrii a unis and thru Clarencs
Rainwater's farm, which adjoins our old place, but stlll could not get any closer
to our old spring houss. However, could see across there cnd nothing left but the
hills. 75% of our farm, when we laft, was in timber. Today no tirier left on any
o2 3+, Ths hille =111 “here bhut donlt loak half ea %all ag thay 41d 1n 1890,
‘Branches and oli roads washed out 15 or 20 feet deeper,
§e drdve on arouud the farm just mentioned au¢ weut to dey Fope Baptisi Church,
where #s all attended when I was a2 little kid. 4 Cemstery in the back yara of the v gl
Church = there we found Grandfather and (wandmother Weddle's graves, is well as a
pumber of other gruves ol our relatives. We visited five Cemeterieaz a wlng the
moruiag, gnd listed a great uumber of our relatives buried therein. We also visited
gome of the old Battlefields of the Civil War. Sspecially the Cemetery of the
Confederatss who were kllled in battls under General Zollicolfer in 1863. Thare :
a large monument, about 25 feet high was erected, giving a history of the battle’ 2,
which took place there and wiere General Zolllcoffer lost ils life ana was burled.
The *wather turned cold - was down to 25° and the wind was really “hilpplng
auross those old hills, 3o we called 1t a day and {ook Hobert nome and inviled laem
1o have lunch with us, But he finalsted we huve lunch wiil U<, so we dld. Our
lunoch conglsted of Pickled Bolognu, cheese and crackers, w.d soda pop. Some Luncn.
Hobert told us that is what he has for lunch most all the time.
lhen he insisted we take a towr of his new home right belhing the store.
And believe me they iwally had a nice three-bsd room, iwo full baths, laryge Patlo, ete. =
home. Panel Ray heating in the ceiling = wall to wall carpets, Outside veneered with

Bedford stone and the finish just the best. Value $30,000.00 or more, yet they #ere
...~ Just poor fermers = Incidentally wll his land would sell for more then $500,00 per ac¥@s
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Thu sday afternoon Gertrude and Crig rssted; so Lee snc I Y¥enl down town t, visit
"ith Jud -» Tartar, sty W went to nis Chambers on the ssnc:: floor of the Court House,
DUt b oue was Werss Thz Jourt house locks 1is '+ ayst have bsen beilt hefors the
Civil War. 'Men we "8L. o the Circuit Cierks office, inuiroduc: - Jurselves ani agked
for the Judps . ‘he Clsrx firet introd-ced uz 1o averyone 1. n: “[Tica, then saig lae
Judge left instructions to . called g Cass 2 guy be th: nemg - BALLNSZTIR showmed up.
The Clomk Jeort bua uIfiss for o “='sphons Locia end in a jifty <. Judye showed up.
fic has lLesy Judge o4 years and vat hes Coe- JIEVE T3 g¢ .. Hlet term. Salg he
could vretire o, g "3y hundscue sanulty, buy a. werlg be lost if he q4lg 805 sinece he
has no famlly, sn wi-3 Just keep .urkiu. as long as hs zan,

The Judpe thea #an%ed to teke us nsxt doer b visit wity, another Cougsly =
Drs R 7 Jasper = who is en M D - 4 Preachsr and a apator - abon< 73 years of age,

ANC st11l geas 50 ¢o 75 atients each day “n his office. iius office wes full of
Patieni: shen we 200 ioer:s at 223D Folley 22 Lo Wers Laken o e Private raceuilog

SOOM TS wWalt until he cm’d get Caught up ~ and Zp & few minutes tHe Uoctor zame on

Lack where we Were walling ang visited with ue for some 30 minatesz. In the mean tins
hoauver. hig CIP1es Murse would Lreak in about every two minutes shont somethir, or other
or about g spscial Patient whom nsadeg izmediate attention,

Lovs of folis were brought back .o meGt us, and Juuge Tur Ly~ seemed to gt
quiie o thrill telling folica 'hat his @mothar, mother, ani the Doctor!: molher mere
si:lars, 4 'ter . very “ulerssting vigig here we ‘hen went t¢ the Clerks Office and
“ont thru soms 0lq ro-o- ‘6« There I foung the ordginal DEEg <o 2 gruynt of land to
Willignm Raluvater, "y dreal wrena Fathor, el 1314, Algo, tne Will | redg arg
Was Probated aficr hig death 7= 1§97, 4- 7%y “tuud Dad = Motk -r'- 7arriage License
dated Jaztery 1lth, 12¢6. Judge Tes+:- s4aminec 1¢ angd remarks. Your dad must have
been 3 Very Socrinent aitisg wieh e sought 1! : isznge; siiwe they J41¢ not require
him 1o ffle a bond ~i45 2= 0 4 11 others Gppear:z gith & horng ZLa%bed, which was the
usuul cusicn, 8530, ahtle Timeging thrvy ns recc-ds rmp T CUSTOLErS Kepd ol 11l thru
ke Court Room - » number #are !:itriouces “2 M Bl were relativec, IV Soemed Lhet
about hulf the ~olk ¥9 raa 1ot weve relaviveg,

-4t eveninry ve g4 Judge Rescoe Tartar 8s our Gusst &t the wuail by Courts
8Iz, *here he c%tap “reguenied - thep atter Dinner he 7i:1i<eq ¥1tk ue in our
0oms until aiout 10: 50, when Cris a=j Les arcve him lack to hig arsctment,

- -
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Uz rst T asked s %c arive us tn Naney- 45 Lig farupell 1o our sewly founc zousing,
Te & irs. Hoser. ne8TNSr . Fobert was outl at the farm rYeealng iis hara o -attie, so

setile aith Wlling ii's wife goutlye Cor both .f them and +ank her for g1
Lo ures wliigy tiver e for ug, We Jus? happencd to huve Uree cr four cans of shislled
Pecans sz ook siong oI { 48, and since they donis grov them trs . - &gave lnew 2= can,
¥ then drove ove- W JZak Ri‘ge Cormtery, whi. - a2 aivost 5. 5o vay out, and visited
quite q ruvder of grevuse a lot of Jertrude = relatives wore huwte tuere, as yell as
mine, bui did not find Crsnd Pather RALWAIER 1S STBVS luere; althougs wauy ulher
Raliusater's sicged op,

viast as we 3ntereq zhe Cemetory & midggie A86G 1liCy Ccare Vasi_ng by, I
introduesa R7self end ssxar her 1f she lived aa- here. She saic suo dved in that
bouse abtout 200 yarcs a ay. Then T gkeg asr 1i sne kna, Judgs Taitor.  She said yes,
"HE IS MY COUSIN® - ReT Game #28 Taiteg, Sald hes faiher iiveg n tpat otber housa
about 100 varde Trag bars sue ‘avited us to €3 oY end viilv Lim. Fags Zee’
I toic ke “au2gs Tarte= lg =40 W ecusir, zc I guess she and I are g il ulks. Not,
floilug »hat we 8toppea for, wa cecided to caich *ha bouieviiiy “ighway and take ci'f,
“On37er, aboutl one mils farther on ws came acrose z-other ama’! CETBIATY, and Lee g Lloppad
und said for we to 2ty in the zar on goscunt, of the cold weatior and he wld tuke a
lock. He took ahout hres sleps into the Come tery aid yolleg #T think I've found
SOMBTL NG ~ come on Over here", On the Leud alone of tho sreve Le g Founl wau

JUhN HATNG AT oy 1, Nvth Caroling 1811 - Lled 1889, It huppened hu wan 4n Uricle,
bOihg a brother -l(f MY e !“n!.;m.v'. - = = =

Lowlny morning, Friday, April 1st we planned 3 lure of7 ¥op '.;ui::nep:‘lis,




hen e drove on thru Danville, which iz flie second ovldest wille gebiieieat
1u Heulucky. Nest sloo wes Hurroedsbury, 1. jercer Goualy, wtw clasct whils
sevtlr wit . the Stalee Some ol my I-’~ads ana custouer of mors un iilfty yearc
ago lvec in sarreasiurg., In facl I hiad ori~isn a Judye dawsln alwut o business
wauier, odut nad pot had se W uzal (rom cim, €2 di.iced to zLos Inuy aavuwh Lo
vislt & "ew ATnutes. Storped at v [irst fislacus ootk in sigrt, tut his name

g
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dic not even shoy «i in the idrecicr, Thes lzzks i ZTor another ovns and raag - no
aad*ar. S50 rdeviand v zat lansh, then loo: D2 the Juliges office. Howerer, shen
w2 slopped at a 2af= 7o+ Ziuch and tur o2 '+ _. orcsr 1 loczkez ground for some
one who looked Lik: 2 r=al nati e of tuwe Lilg = 32 I picke:r 20 one rellow,

-~

approuchea ni:z Zable; Introducsdi ayseil und z.e< azn 17 Ly chance he kuew Judge
cankin, "Judge Henkin ailed in 12350" He told we. Then he tola me o=@ hal ,ritten
= & setfier (Judg: Rankla was a former business law partner) “ut przzumed I left
Vernon lLefore my letter arrivad. (I Lw2 creviously wrivier Judge enkin, not
kinowing he hed heen dead for nearly 16 yesrs) % ieter was zanded this man,
Judge-Thillips, by a daughte~ of judge Hankla, and he had answerea 1t. Well, au
gave me Joumes Denns’ U Spllman's addresc and suggested “hat I stop Uy and talk with
nlae. ciowevar, I Lold him 2o did not z:iswer his 'phone, so I wouic iust write him
waen - got cack home,

Inen after this unusval experience we headed out [or Louisville, wiere
We visited the 3W'TNAKY * JHICH {5 RLALLY sume Tantastic ins:itution in size.
N2st, o= crove on tc Indlasnspolis, arriviug iuere acout 6:0C P.il. _1th a ctal
nileage of 1,764 mil.: since Leaving Vzrnon sn. Monday worning.

We ettended Chure: across lhe Strest Trom Curiz' on 3.:cav, then Moncay
the presclier cem: cwer to Lili ws. Tu-zday, shortliy aftc: iunch we laft for
southern Iliinoiz. <7 »___t Clols, .ancy any .e chllerzu, fie Crove slong the banks
of the WABASH sou- “ic.ance on cur way dowhk, oo zsity ooy Lawrenesville. Had dinner
at Gateway, sume 35 miiss north ol i destlaztion »v Jieziz, ‘hen oo in for the
night. Cris sgent lne zight there aiun s, Zesving #siaesdsy morning for Inuienapolis.
Wedneaday it .ol 'phoned us that Jorel.ia disd | “zx Lours earlier, so
we had Clcis sndé Temily to &rive us over to Faauceh, Jentiuexy, to enpl ana for
Vernon at 13,07 .nuredey worning. Cur mileage up t2 iacucan wie 2 058 miles, ,na with
tae nlleage rom Paducsn to Memppls, Tenr, to Dallas, to %enita 7-71s, to Vernon
made our allssge approxiaiely 3,000 miles Zor ihe wrip. de reacnsd Vernou at 8 4330
r.lée  Lost our baggage oz the plane colewhere, since 1t 314 5ot saor up in Jichita Falls
when . got »ff., One peise of Luggage came in the fcllowing Zay bu bus, thsn two days
leter the other suli case was located in Amarillo and forwarded t- Vmrnon = 30
gver thi=g ~ame out =11 rignt.
4 Jupanese womac was in the walfing .com at Memphls, Tenn., vhzn pe got
there. 3he .as on her -gy 1a an Froncisco from luscalovsa, Alz, =ad ws had a
very nlce visit w_l her. 3he got air slck beiore reaching leuphls, and ghen
we caught an Ars~icen & irlipe :lane {or Dallas and -as servsu a uelicious lunch,
she was s¢ sicx sne couid 20t =5t 2 bite. Sk caught a JE7 cut of Dallas for
San Francisco ihe seme wime we took a branifr lor Wichita Falls, “eczas, and her
screduls was to put her latc 3ac Francisec ive minutes anead of our arrival in
Wichit. Falis.

CAINS ST(RE; =

On arri=ng home, im our mail %= a nostal ca~x aldressed to me postuwarked
CAINS STQRE, fentucky, dated April 1, 1966 = signed "Gert--?»".
On our way ‘o Tick Ridge Cemetery we ctoppsc at Calns Store, As T uppreoached the
Yost Jlfice, after getting out of the car, a man was just coming out of the P,0.
H3 was dressed mors like Duvie Crockett = with a Coon Skin cap, s¢ I nulled him
ena askad 1f he llved around hers. He sald hu did, then [ askad him 11 he inew

Judge Roscow C Turtar of Somerset. He also answered In thu alfirmallve 1o that,
and {urthor addad that his wite wus a cousiu of lhe Judge.

L




v

rages 5,
CAins - RE, Ky. Cont

I introduced mys,1f uen, and told him T was formerly or Somerset, some three
quarters of g ¢ sntury ir the pact, and that Judge Tartar wss g first cousin of
‘ine, Then he really developed a sndile ana we got real friendly. While we wele
thusly visiting Lee crawied out of the car aua Snapped our picture right there In
front of the .S, Pest Office. This man's name was Carter,

Then we all we g1 vient 1rto the Post Office and introduced our selyes
to . & Mrs, Daulton, the Postmasie~ and his wife, While the Pout Of "ce was right
on this Highway, or rather bavea Country road; no other buildings were close, cthar
than the P, 0O, Building end itheir dvelling, Mrs, Daultor's Polks were Compton's,
and rolated: 19 Gertruds - It o Daulton's peopls were Tartar's and related to me,
Mrse Dsulicn sald she well remembered Uncle Joe Rainweter {my dad) ard rememereg
a joke he toig WEZY Years ugo on one of nis rsturn vigita to Foniuc “¥. He introduccd
himself to 2 man on e irain as SLISRATEN, and responding the mar sald "W name is
Thunder anc Ligh%aing®. S he got quite thrill relating this story to uy - and since
¥o Dad never ssen them sp beard of them bufore this tlme 1% struck nu as being quite
4 co=incidence, tiowsver, so maiy odd things happered all ey thls trip that some of
themn just seem like imaginations., .

lo say the least, wa enjoyec the trip very wuch, and since Crl 3tine and Lese
nade the entire irip poselble we just want to say THANK YOU i MFLoTQH. And too, ye
founi outl that you can really travel Just about anywhere without memsy - Jysy STON
-YOR NA'E - we dlg wore than 3,000 miles of it toio way. ang tnat reai uds me, WMRILE,
If yor haven't casligd my rcheck Yet, I still have that fifty dollars.

May 6th, 1966

To Mr. & Mrs. Clbis R ainwater & Children,
Vienna, Illinois.

y ’ a y

‘oing fine.
; 3 but is all right now and .e are co ”
b dospit;iewii:hh;c:: {gg;yogleaning house and getting things together for lunc

. g -

Love to all of you.

Mom & Pappy
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Here is a compilation of information about the RAINWATER Clan that I have
been working on for the past several years. Information has been garnered
by bits and pieces with the help of a lot of people. If you have
corrections, or if you note discrepancies, would appreciate your letting
me know since it has not been possible for me to verify all the facts and

figures presented.

Let me have your comments - hope you enjoy this as much as I have enjoyed

working on it.

ROSCOE RAINWATER
2128 Mesquite Street
Vernon, Texas 76384

May 1, 1972
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It is believed the name R A 1 N W A T E R is of English origin. The
earlicst trace of the RAINWATERS of whom we have record is:

JOHN RAINWATFR (1695-1777), born around Danbury, Virginia, and
moving later to Surry County, North Carolina. Evidently the Rainwaters
were farmers since we find a grant of land to JOHN RAINWATER, SR., in
1739 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, (later subdivided into
Granville and Edgecombe Counties). JOHN married Mary Fussel, daughter
of Thomas Fussel, on June 24, 1735. Later in 1735 MARY inherited the
estate of her father.

JOHN RAINWATER made his will on November 4, 1771. (see copy
under Items of Interest). He lived until May 1777, and his will was
probated in Surry County, North Carolina. In the will he named his
children - nine of them - daughters: Mary, Sarah, Betty, Winnie, Milley,
Molley; and sons John, James and William. MARY, the widow of JOHN, was
given the plantation and the Negro man Jack. James was named manager
of the Estate and Mary was named Executrix. Son William was to share
in the Plantation with his mother during his lifetime. TFrom best
information, John, Jr. was never married, and this being during slavery
times, owned seven slaves.

JOHN, Sr. and sons James and John were members of the Militia of
Granville County, N.C. in 1754. Sons John and James were listed in the
.Census of 1790.

]\
iMost all bearing the name of RAINWATER have been Baptists; and we have
%jﬁeve:'heard of one being a member of the '"CHAIN GANG'". Not many
¢ millionaires, but scores have been preachers, teachers, cobblers,
x{farméfs, bahkers, merchants, singers, lawyers, doctors, etc.
b A ET O
o § i

SQ ; b f, i PICTURED: The Roscoe Rainwater Family, Vernon, Texas
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FROM:  JOHN RAINWATER to the children of ROSCOE RAINWATER

JOHN RAINWATER and MARY FUSSELL RAINWATER
(1695-1777)

nine children - among them

JAMES RAINWATER and not known
(1736- )

six children - among them

WILLTIAM RAINWATER and PATSY HODGE RATINWATER
(1774-1825)

nine children - among them

BARTHOLOMEW RAINWATER and NANCY McLAUGHLIN RAINWATER
(1804-1899)

thirteen children - among them

JOSIAH W. RAINWATER and ELTIZABETH JANE WEDDLE RAINWATER
(1843-1934)

nine children - among them

ROSCOE RAINWATER and GERTRUDE CAUGHRON RAINWATER
(1883- )

five children:
Roscoe Compton Rainwater
Cristine Rainwater Lee
John Wayne Rainwater
Walter Eugene Rainwater

Clois Miles Rainwater




Detail of Line of descent from JOHN RAINWATER (1695-1777) to children of
ROSCOE RAINWATER (1883- )

JOHN RAINWATER (1695-1777) Born near Danbury, Virginia; occupation,
Farmer. Moved to Surry County, N.C. Married Mary
Fussel in Surry County, N.C. June 24, 1735. A Grant of
Land to him in Edgecombe County, N.C. in 1739 (later
subdivided into Granville and Edgecombe Counties). His
wife Mary inherited the estate of her father, Thomas
Fussel in 1735. At that time she was already married to
John Rainwater. His will was probated in Surry County,
N.C. in May 1777 and names the following children:

James (1736), John, William, Mary, Sarah, Betty, Winnie,
"Milley, and Molley. Son John  never married that we
have record of. Son John had seven slaves. William
probably died young and without issue.

JAMES RAINWATER (1736- ) Born in Surry County, N.C. Children:
Solomon (1765-1814), Elizabeth (1769-1850), William
(1774-1825), Miles (1787-1826), John, Moses.

WILLIAM RAINWATER (1774-1825) Born in Surry Co., N.C. Moved to Faubush,
Pulaski County, Ky, in 1813. Married Patsy Hodge in
N.C. about 1800. Was a farmer. Children: Abraham (1802);
Bartholomew (1804-1889); Joycie (1806); William, Jr (1808)
(known as Billy); Miles (1818); Patsy, Susanna, Betsy, and
Sukey. (The farm on which William lived was owned in 1971
by Charlie Roberts).

BARTHOLOMEW RAINWATER (1804-1889) Born near Danbury, N.C.,Jan 20, 1804. Moved
with his parents to Pulaski Co., Ky in 1813 at the age of
9. Married Nancy McLaughlin Feb 24, 1825. (Nancy died
Jan 1883). Bartholomew died June 28, 1889 at Waterloo,
Pulaski Co., Ky. He was a country school teacher and
farmer. Lived with his son, Josiah W. Rainwater from 1866
until his death. Children: Anne, Emily, Daniel M.,
Samantha Jane, Sally, Susan (twin girls died at birth),
Miles, Polly, Ciota, Sarelda Ann, and Josiah W. (1843-1934).

JOSTAH W. RAINWATER (1843-1934) Born at Somerset, Key. Married Elizabeth Jane
Weddle January 1866 following close of Civil War. Moved to
Texas Dec 1890. Moved to Vernon, Texas 1907. Died 1934.
Was a soldier in Civil War, discharged as Captain, served
under General U.S. Grant in 1866. Was Farmer, Postmaster,
merchant, Tax Collector, banker, deacon in Baptist Church,
School Trustee. Children: Martha Jane (1866-1962) ; Nancy
Frances (1869-1939); Lucy Isidore (1872-1962) ; Miles (1876~

1956); Doretta (1878-1966); Mary, known as Molly (1879- ) I
Cornelia (1881-1966), Roscoe (1883- ); Minnie (1885-1971) .
ROSCOE RAINWATER (1883- ) Born 7/4/1883 at Waterloo, Pulaski Co., Ky.

Moved with family to Taylor, Texas Dec 1890. Married

Gertrude Caughron May 23, 1906. Taught school three years
(1901-1904) . Held positions as bookkeeper, stenographer,
auditor, merchant, banker. In 1905 Civil Service Commission

in various positions in connection with construction of the
Panama Canal (1905-1909.) Deacon Baptist Church, 32° Scottish

Rite Mason. Wife Gertrude passed away August 17, 1969.

Children; R, Compton (1908); Cristine (1910), John Wayne (1913);
Walter Eugene (1915); Clois Miles (1923). — :3




BARTHOLOMEW RAINWATER  AND CHILDREN.

BARTHOLOMEW RAINWATER (1804-1889) Son of William (1774). Born near

(son of

Danbury, N.C. Came from N.C. to Kentucky with his

William (1774)) family about 1813 when he was about 9 years of age.

6.

Married Nancy McLaughlin (1807-1883) on 2/24/1825.
Nancy was the daughter of Daniel McLaughlin (1775-1827).
Bartholomew was a school teacher. Children:

Anne: born 4/15/1826 - married Daniel Weddle 7/26/1846.
Daniel was a brother to Solomon Weddle and died in 1885.

Emily: born 5/17/1827. Married Alexander Lastham 9/1/1844.
Daniel M. Rainwater: born 11/10/1828; married Ann Whitaker
12/14/1848. Ann Whitaker born 3/22/1829 - died 8/28/1898.
Daniel and Ann had a son - Enoch.

Samantha Jane: born 1/19/1830.

Sally: born 2/16/1832. Married Galen E. Weddle on 7/6/1848.
Galen Weddle was born 5/10/1829.

Susannah: born 2/12/1834. Married Thomas D. Haynes 1/16/1856.

7 and 8: Twin girls horn and died March 13,1835.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Miles: born 4/7/1836. Married Cernelia __? . They had

two daughters. Both died without issue. Miles moved to
Kansas, then to California where family lived until their deaths.

Polly: born 12/20/1837. Married Holbrook.

Ciota: Born 12/26/1838. Married John Elder 2/24/1859.
(see letter under items of interest from John Elder).

Sarelda Ann: born 12/9/1841. Married Alexander Chumbley
on 2/6/1859. They moved to Whitewright, Texas in the 1880's
and lived there remainder of their lives.

Josiah W.: born 10/11/1843 at Waterloo, Kentucky. Moved

to Taylor, Texas Dec 1890; moved to Vernon, Texas 1907. Died
March 16, 1934. Married 1/11/1866 to Elizabeth Jane Weddle,
daughter of Solomon and Patsy Weddle. Elizabeth Jane died 1943.




RAINWATER, Josiah Wilson (1843-1934) Son of Bartholomew and Nancy Rainwater.
(son of Born October 10, 1843 at Waterloo, Kentucky. Died at
Bat tholomew) Vernon, Texas March 16, 1934. Left Kentucky Dec 1890;

arrived Taylor, Texas same year. Left Taylor June 1907
for Oklaunion, Texas, then later moved to Vernon, Texas.
Served in Union Army. Married Elizabeth Jane Weddle,
(daughter of Solomon and Patsy Weddle) 1/11/1866. Was
farmer, merchant, Tax Assessor and Collector, School
Trustee, banker, U.S. Census Enumerator, Master Mason,
Depty Sheriff, Postmaster, and Deacon in Baptist

Church.

Children: nine

Martha Jane Rainwater, born 10/24/1866; died 1962, age 96.
married to P.C. Rainwater June 28, 1893

Nancy Frances: born August 28, 1869; died 8/3/1942, age 73.
married to C.M. Gossett, Nov. 15, 1893.

Lucy Isidore; born 1/7/1872; died 1962, age 90.
married J. P. Aderholt 12/14/1892

Doretta:born 3/18/1874; died 4/6/66. Age 92.
married Ranzy L. Luttrell 12/14/1892

Miles: born 6/15/1876; died 5/20/1956. Age 79.
married Ollie Coopzr 3/16/1898

Mary: born 4/28/1879
married Charlie A. Aderholt 12/22/1898

Cornelia: born 4/17/1881; died 1966
married Al F. Gaston 10/29/1902

Roscoe: born 7/4/1883
married Gertrude A. Caughron 5/23/1906

Minnie: born 7/15/1885; died 7/15/1971 at Electra
Texas. married John Brownlee 2/27/1908; John
died in 1939. Married Tom Powers in 1955. Tom
died in 1960

NOTE: Entire family were members of Baptist Church




CHILDREN OF JOSIAH W.

Martha Jane

Nancy Frances

Lucy Isidore

Doretta

Miles

RAINWATER and their children

born 10/24/1866 - died 1962.
Their children :

Hobart married
Eva "
Bristow
Elizabeth "
Vivian

Married P.C. Rainwater 6/28/1893.

Jimmie Gribble

Walter Kirk

Sue Campbell

Rohert Arnold

Died 1903 at about age 6

born 8/28/1869 - died 8/3/1942. Married Chas M. Gossett 11/15/1893

Their children:

Itha married
Carroll "
Louise it
Winifred il

Byron Hamilton
Izetta

Lex Word

Sam Darden -- Warren

born 1/7/1872 - died 1962. Married J.P. Aderholt 12/14/1892.

Their children:

Walter married
Esta b

Howard
J.P. L
Morris

born 3/18/1874 - died 4/6/66.

Their children:

Edward E. married
Ira B. "
Otis "
Cecil b
Roscoe

born at Waterloo, Ky June 15,

" died about 1945.

Anna

A. T. Lemon
Meollie
Elizabeth
Lucille Hall

Married Ranzy L. Luttrell 12/14/1892

Margaret Bennett
Clara Pulliam
Lucy Haynes
Beulah - Mildred
Wanda Rush

1876 - died Vernon, Tex 5/20/1956.

Married Ollie Cooper March 16, 1898.

Following children:

Clarence married
Helen w

Roscoe
Lucille W
Lloyd 4
Dorothy
JeTe "
Bettie Joe

Odessa Copeland
Ballard Stallings
Rebecca Kays
Raymond Koontz
Mattie Lee Rowden
Randolph Eure
Jane Robinson
Dale Parker

(continued) (;




CHILDREN OF JOSIAH W. RAINWATER - and their children (continued)

Mary

Cornelia

Minnie

Roscoe

known as Mollie - born April 28, 1879. Married
Chas A. Aderholt Dec 22, 1898.

Following children:

Irene married Walter Skinner
Ruth » Chester Guyton
Ruby ” Bob Harrell
Bess ) 0. F. Clark
Mary Adele = Don Smith

born April 17, 1881; died Oct 17, 1966. Married Al F. Gaston
Oct 29, 1902. Al died Nov 1949.

Following children:

Louise married Charles Partlow
Ada = Percy Mason
Effie i Jim Moon

Edgar " Lois Waggoner
Bob " Louise

Miles " Madeline

Gayle

born July 15, 1885 - died 7/15/1971. Married John Brownlee
Feb 27, 1908 - died about 1938. Married Tom Powers about
1955. Tom died about 1960.

Children:
Bob Brownlee married Lula Mae Garrett
Jack " Mary Engelhart

born July 4, 1883 - married Gertrude Caughron May 23, 1906.
Gertrude was born Oct 19, 1884, died Aug 17, 1969.
Following children:

Roscoe Compton married Daisy Jane Rutland
Cristine MINNIZ-" Leonard E. Lee , "
Johnie WAYNE " Hpébl Katherine Barnett 1A
Walter Eugene " Georgia Isbell
Clois Miles " Nancy McIlhaney

BTN
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FROM JOHN M. WEDDLE (maternal family) to ROSCOE RATNWATLER

JOHN M. WEDDLE (L776-1842) Jokn was born Sept 1776 at Wyethville,
Virginia; died July 3, 1842. Came from Virginia in
1811 and took up land for each of his children in
Pulaski County, Kentuckv; was the first white settler
in the county. Wife was Polly Weddle, born 10/5/1783;
died June 1852. John and Polly had eleven children:

Ligzie - no information.

Daniel - born March 1817, died 1885. Wife was Anne
Rainwater, born 4/15/1826. Married 7/26/1846.

Solomon - born 5/9/1822 - died 3/21/1890; married
Patsy Tartar (1822-1896).

Galen E. - born 5/10/1829. Wife Sally Rainwater, born
2/16/1832. Galen and Sally were married 7/6/1848.

Other children --no information:  Spence, George,
James (Cimmy), Jackson, William,Peggy and Polly.

SOLOMON WEDDLE (May 9, 1822-March 21, 1890) in Pulaski Co, Kentucky;
married Patsy Tartar (1822-1896). Patsy's father was
Jake Tartar. Children of Solomon & Patsy Weddle:

Elizabeth Jane - born Sept 7, 1847 - died in Vernon,
Texas June 25 1943. Married to Josiah W. Rainwater
on 1/11/1866. (Mother of Roscoe Rainwater).

Johnson - married Minnie Cain

Lincoln - married Lizzie Cain

Mollie - married J. L. Jasper

Galen E. - born 9/6/1843; died 1/10/1905. Wife was
Kissiah F. born 1850 - died 1931.

Jenetta - born 4/3/1842; died 7/25/1908. Married Jacob
Warner who was born 7/3/1834, died 11/19/1923.

Jake

John M. married Elvira Brown

Helen “.arried Chris Compton

Margaret - married Jerome Tartar (mother of Judge Roscoe Tartar)

Lucy - married Dave Cooper

Emily - married Jim Eastham

Doretta - married lannibal Gosser

JOSIAH W. RAINWATER and ELIZABETH JANE WEDDLE married January 11, 1866. Had
nine children - among them:

ROSCOE RAINWATER born July 4, 18383




JAMES RAINWATER (1736-

JAMES RAINWATER
(son of John)

SOLOMON RAINWATER

ELIZABETH RAINWATER

WILLIAM RAINWATER

John Rainwater

Miles Rainwater

Moses Rainwater

) and CHILDREN

(1736- ) Born in Surry Co., N.C., son of John, Sr.
Was member of Militia, Granville County in 1754. Was
listed in the Census of 1790. Children: Solomon (1765);
Son William moved to Faubush, Pulaski Co Kentucky in 1813
with his family and possibly his sister Elizabeth.
Solomon, (1765-1814) moved with his family in 1785 to
Henderson County, South Carolina.

(1765-1814) Son of James (1736). Born in Surry Co, N.C.
Moved to llendarson County, S5.C. in 1785 with his family.
Children: Job (1784-1863). .loshua (1785- in N.C.):

John (1786-1837): Abner ( - ): Ilisha (1802 - ):

Solomon, Jdr ( - ); daughters: Delilah, Rebeccah, Rhoda,
Rachel, Ruth. 11 Children.

(1769-1850) Born near Danbury, N.C. 1769. Sister of
William (1774) and Solomon (1765).

(1774-1825) born in Surry Co., N.C.; moved to Kentucky 1813;
married Patsy Hodge in N.C. about 1800. Was a farmer.
Children: Abraham (1802- ); Bartholomew (1804-1889);
William, Jr (1806 - ) known as Billy; John (1811-1889);
James (1816~ ); Miles (May 1>, 1818 - ).

Girls: Patsy, Susanna, Sukey. (Note: farm on which William
lived was owned in 1971 by Charlie Roberts.)




SOLOMON RAINWATER, SR.

SOLOMON RAINWATER, SR
(son of James)

JOB RAINWATER

JOSHUA RAINWATER

SOLOMON, Jr.

JOHN RAINWATER

ABNER RAINWATER

ELISHA GENTRY RAINWATER

(1765-1814) and CHILDREN

(1765-1814) Born in Surry Co. N.C.; Moved to
Henderson Co., S.C. in 1785. Had 11 children:
Job (1784-1863); Joshua (1785 - ); Solomon, Jr. ( 7 );
John (1786-1837); Abner ( - ); Elisha (1802 - )i
daughters: Delilah, Rebecca, Rachel, Ruth, Rhoda

(1784-1863) Moved to S.C. in 1785, and to Georgia

in 1835). Married Didana Hembre. Job was a Baptist
preacher. Job and Didana had 11 children: Sidney (1820-
1899); John; Lacy; Pinkney (1812-1865); William; Joe;
and five others.

(1785 - ) Went to South Carolina in 1785; went to
Georgia in 1835. Children: Job and William

( - ) Born in Warren Co.leorgia (perhaps Alpharetta).
Children: Virgil; Horace; Cicero; Stacer; daughter Samantha.

(1786-1837) Married Martha Adams in Pendleton, S.C. in
1815. Was a farmer. Was in the War of 1812. Lived in
S§.C. 7 seven years, then in Georgia one year. Martha
went to Washington County, Texas after death of John
and was living there in 1878.

Lived in Powellton, Georgia. Children: Thaddeus; Cosby;
and Alva.

(1802 - ) Moved to Georgia at age 10 in 1812. Married
Elizabeth Grant in 1820. She died in 1846. Children:

Ira Simpson; James Washington; L.B. (Berry); William
Thomas; Marion Green.

Elisha was a Baptist preacher. Elisha's second wife (1848)
was Dona Mensa Sturdivant, cousin to his first wife.

Their children: Charles Allison (1850-1924); Joseph H.;

Lou Ellen; A. Peek; and Mary Elizabeth.




JOB RAINWATER (1784~1863) and CHILDREN

JOB RAINWATER
(son of Solomon, Sr)

PINKNEY RAINWATER
(son of Job Rainwater)

(1784-1863) Moved to South Carolina in 1785; then
to Georgie in 1835. Married Didana Hembre. Job was
a Baptist preacher. Children: Sidney (1820-1899);
John; Lacy; Pinkney ; William; Joe, and five others.

(1812-1865) Children: Lemuel F. (1848), lawyer
in Sardis, Mississippi; Jackson, and Captain James
Allison.

11




WILLIAM RAINWATER (1774-1825) and CHILDREN

WILLIAM RAINWATER
(son of James)

CHILDREN:

(1774-1825) Born near Danbury, N.C., son of James.
Moved to Pulaski County, Faubush, Ky in 1813.

Married Patsy Hodge. Was a farmer. Had eleven
children: Abraham (1802); Bartholomew (1804-1889);
William, known as Billy (1808); John (1811-1889);
James (1816); Miles (1818); Patsy; Susanna; Betsy;
Sukey; Joycie (1806). Bought a farm west of Faubush
in 1813 according to deed on record dated 1814 in
Somserset, Kentucky. Died in Pulaski County, Ky in
1825 according to probated will on record in Somerset,
Kentucky (Book 2, Page 192). (See copy of will in
Items of Interest).

ABRAHAM (1802) Witnessed father's will in 1825.

BARTHOLOMEW (1804-1889) Born Jan 20, 1804 near
Danbury, N.C. Moved with parents to Kentucky around
1813. Married Nancy McLaughlin in 1825. Was a
country school teacher. Died June 28, 1889.
Children: Anne, Emily, Daniel, Samantha Jane, Sally,
Susanna, twin girls who died at birth, Miles, Polly,
Ciota, Sarelda Ann, Josiah Wilson (1843-1934).

WILLIAM (1808), known as Billy. Moved to Casey County.
JOHN (1811-1889) Married Elizabeth. Was buried in a

little cemetery north of Somerset, Kentucky.
Children: Giles R. (1841-1920); George Alfred;

Nancy; Susanna.
J 6) W

JAMES (Jimmie) (1816)

MILES (5/15/1818-1887). Born near Faubush, Ky. Married
Frances Chaney. Children: Silas, Erasmus, Betsey,
Terrell, David (1847-1871), Mary E., Fountain, Frances,
Cotena, Sarah Ann, James (1855-1944).

PATSY

SUSANNA

12 >




ELISHA  GENTRY RAINWATER (1802- ) and CHILDREN

ELISHA GENTRY RAINWATER (1802- ) Moved to Georgia in 1812 at age 10.
(son of Married Elizabeth Grant in 1820. Children: Ira
Solomon, Sr) Simpson; James Washington; L.B. (Berry); William

Thomas; Marion Green.

Elisha's second wife (1848) was Dona Mensa Sturdivang,
cousin to his first wife. Their children were:
Charles Allison (1850); Joseph H.; Lou Ellen; A. Peek;
and Mary Elizabeth.

IRA SIMPSON RAINWATER Married Lancy Smith. Children: James, William,Oscar,
Rufus, Fannie, Molly, Lena, Ida, Allie, Patience.
L.B. (BERRY) RAINWATER Went to Texas in 1840. Married a Parker.

JAMES WASHINGTON RAINWATER - Never married

WILLIAM THOMAS RAINWATER had two wives - Asthena Wright and Eula Curry. One
child - Annie.

MARION GREEN RAINWATER married Jessie Macon (from Scotland). Two children:
Lizzie and one other.

CHARLES ALLISON RAINWATER (1850-1924). Married Cornelia Jane Veasey (1855-1893).
Children: Josephine, Paris and others.

13




JOHN RAINWATER (1811-1889) and CHILDREN

JOHN RAINWATER
(son of
William)

GILES RAINWATER

(1811-1889) Married Elizabeth. Born in North

Carolina and moved with family to Faubush, Pulaski Co.,
Kentucky in 1813. Children: Giles R; George Alfred;
Nancy; Susanna.

(1841-1920) Married Sarah Emerson in 1862. Eight

children: Tilitha (1863); Daniel F. (1865); Matilda (1867);
Patsy (1869); John Silas (1872); Durham (1874); George
Mitchell (1879); Herbert (1882).

CHILDREN OF GILES RAINWATER (1841-1920)

TILITHA

DANIEL F.

MATILDA

PATSY

JOHN SILAS

DURHAM

GEORGE MITCHELL

HERBERT

(1863) Married Jim Wells. They had three children.

(1865) Married Serena Henson (1865-1910). Children:
Elbert Lee (1886-1913); Johnnie (1888-1966); Hattie
Rainwater Barber (1890-1964); Joseph (1893); Everett
(1896-1913); Ella (1896); Sarah Rainwater Greenwell
(1898); Ruth Rainwater Irving (1900); Ralph Rainwater
(a half brother (1913).

(4/22/67) iarried John Wells. They had six children.
(11/12/69) Died young. Never married.

(4/21/1872-8/29/1960) Wife Nancy Catherine Vest
Rainwater. Nancy was born 1/18/1883 - died 6/10/55.
Children: Dovie Rainwater Groover (8/6/1901); Arthur
L. Rainwater (9/17/1903); Arlis D. (7/9/1908); Orville
R. (1/5/1906); Joe Earl (10/31/1910); Charles Edward
(4/17/1911); Ruby E. Rainwater Flanagin (6/16/1916);
Mary Juanita Rainwater Williams (9/25/20); John Silas,
Jr. (1/19/1924).

(5/18/1874-1944) Wife Hattie Vest Rainwater. Eleven
children: Bertha; Clay (4/4/1905); Ernest; Cecil
(6/16/1909); Ulen (11/18711; Essie (2/12/13);

Hazel (8/17/15); Vertis (6/1/19); Etheridge (12/15/21);
Aldena (6/24/24); Orville (10/21/26).

(1879-1959) Married Sarah Jane Weddle (1884-1913) Their
children: Howard (1904); Edith Rainwater Ivy (1906);
Jason (1908); Velber (1909-1915); Half-brothers and
sisters: Marie Rainwater Grider (1915); Woodrow (1917);
Harlie Rainwater Nolden (1919); Catherine Rainwater
Tartar (1921); Effie Rainwater Roberts (1926); Elbert (1929).

(7/16/1882). Married Della Gosser. Children: Alma Violet
(8/13/1902); Alpha Mae (4/12/1908); Myrtle (5/19/1910);
Winnie Dew (11/19/1911); Edward Vernon )10/4/1914); Mazie
Maxine (8/22/16); Beecher (1/31/20); Richard Lee (7/15/22).
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EMILY RAINWATER

EASTHAM (daughter of Bartholomew Rainwater

ALEXANDRIA EASTHAM

1211

Born ? - Died Dec 4, 1859. Married to Emily
Rainwater, daughter of Bartholomew Rainwater. Emily

was born 5/17/1827.

Children:
Elizabeth M.
POlly Ann
Zachary Taylor
Nancy P.
Obediah
Lucinda Frances
Susannah
John Foster

Talitha Isabel

Married September 1, 1844.

(7/25/1845)
(5/8/1847)
(12/15/1848)
(5/9/1850)
(9/10/1851)
(11/27/1852)
(10/2/1854)
(7/5/1857)

(2/6/1859)
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CHUMBLEY

SARELDA ANN RAINWATER CHUMBLEY (daughter of Bartholomew Rainwater)
ALEXANDRIA CHUMBLEY married Sarelda Ann Rainwater (12/9/41) on

February 6, 1859. Their children:

JOHN PERRY 1/10/1860

JAMES M. 5/7/1862

MILES R. 3/27/1864

GEORGE A. 12/20/1866

NANCY JANE 9/17/1869

BARTHOLOMEW 4/3/1872

ROBERT 1/12/1875

MARGARET ANN 3/27/1877

LEWIS 7/8/1879

MALINDA C. 6/12/1883

JOSIAH W. 11/3/1886




STANTON RAINWATER ( = )

Children: Wesley Oliver; Peter Christopher

Grandfather of: Jesse, Pierce, Charles

STANTON PIERCE RAINWATER

Children: George Willis; Perry

ENOCH RAINWATER

Children: William Harrison
Grandchildren: Oscar, Herbert, Hershel

Great Grandchildren: Velber, who lives about 5 miles west of Nancy,
Kentucky, on highway 80 (this was 1learned on 6/22/67).

DANTEL RAINWATER

Children: Bart, Warner

PETER CHRISTOPHER RAINWATER married Martha Jane Rainwater (daughter of
Josiah Wilson Rainwater) in 1893 at Waterloo, Texas

Children: Eva married Walter Kirk
Hobart married Jimmie Gribble
Elizabeth married Robert Arnold
Bristow married Sue Campbell
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Copy of will of JOHN RAINWATER (1695-1777) Page 19

Copy of will of WILLIAM RAINWATER (1774-1825) Page 20

Reproduction of Family Records from Family Bible
of BARTHOLOMEW RAINWATER (1804-1889)

Reproduction of Family Records from Family Bible
of JOSIAH WILSON RAINWATER (1843-1934)

Letter to JOSIAH W. RAINWATER from brother-inlaw
JOHN L. ELDER and family after leaving Kentucky in
1876. (original letter is also reproduced but
printed for easier rea%ing).

x RA N ¢ ¢ 3
Reprsduction of detailed planting record of fruit
trees and garden of JOSIAH W. RAINWATER o




WILL of JOHN RAINWATER
Filed in Surry County, North Carolina May 1777

I, John Rainwater of Surry County, North Carolina, being now in perfect sense and
memory, thanks be to God, but yet considering that life and sense is uncertain,do
make and ordain this my last Will and Testament (viz). My soul I recommend unto the
hands of God. My body I recommend to the earth to be buried in a christian manner,
and as to my worldly estate I give, demise, bequest and dispose of the same in the
following manner and form.

First, I give to my daughters, Mary, Sarah, Betty, Winney, Milley and Molley, to
each Five Shillings Prov., money to them and raised out of my estate the same is in
full, and a bar from their obtaining any more.

Item I give to my son John Five Shillings Prov., money to be raised as aforesaid,
the same is in full and a bar from his obtaining any more unless he should succeed
his brother James as Trustee in the management of that part of my estate which I

give for the support of my wife and son William.

Item I GIVE MY PLANTATION AND ALL MY LAND, MY NEGRO MAN JACK and all other of my
estate of what kind soever to the whole and sole use, support and maintenance of my
wife and son William during their lives, and do hereby will and subject the same into
the hands, care and management of my son James whom I hereby constitute and make
Trustee to appropriate the said estate to their sole use, support and maintenance as
aforesaid, to them either jointly or single in such way and manner as he the said
James shall judge and think most to their profit and best for their support and
comfort. And if any part of the said estate should remain after their decease, my
will and intent is that he, the said James, his heirs and assigns, enjoy the same

forever.

Item If my son James decease before my wife and son William I will that my son John
succeed my said son James in every point as Trustee.

Lastly T appoint my wife, Mary, Executrix and my son Jon and James, Executors of
this my last will to see that all things be performed according to the true intent
and meaning thereof. And I do hereby disannul and revoke every former will and ratify
and confirm this and no other to be my last will and testament. In witness whereof I
have hereunto set my hand and seal, this Fourth day of November 1771.
JOHN x RAINWATER. (SEAL)

Signed, sealed, published, pronounced and
declared in the presence of us.

Jesse Brimp John (x) Pain

B — — —— —_—

(page 2) NORTII CAROLINA, Surry County, May Court 1771:

Jesse Brimp, one of the subscribing witnesses to the last will and testament of

John Rainwater made oath that he saw the said John Rainwater publish and declare

the same to be his last will and testament; that he was of sound and disposing mind
and memory and that at the same time he saw John Pain sign the same as a witness and
on motion it was ordered to be recorded.

Recorded Accordingly — Jo Williams, C.C.

A True Copy Test: Fred Llewellyn
Asst. Clerk Superior Court,
Surry County, North Carolina

SEAL SURRY COUNTY, SUPERIOR COURT, NORTH CAROLINA :lE)




WILL of WILLIAM RATNWATER - SOMERSET, KENTUCKY

RAINWATER
Wm. We, the undersigned, being called upon by William Rainwater, do in
his last sickness to hear what disposition he wished made of all his
WILLS goods and chattels, do declare that the said Decedent wished and
desired all his goods and chattels, both real and personal, remain
in the possession of his wife PATSY during her life or widowhood, to
support herself and raise and educate his infant children. He made
no further distribution.
DISTRIBUTION January 6, 1825
THOMAS WHITELY
193
ABRAHAM RAINWATER
Exc

At a County Court held for Pulaski County, Kentucky, at the
Courthouse thereof, in the town of Somerset, on Monday this
7th day of February AD 1825, this instrument of writing was
exhibited to the Court as the Nuncupative Will of William
Rainwater, Deceased, and proved by the Oaths of Thomas Whitely
and Abraham Rainwater, and ordered to be recorded and the same
is done accordingly.

ATTEST: Will Ford, Clerk

Pulaski County, Ky

(copied from the records of Wills in Book 2, Page 192
on June 15, 1966 by Roscoe Rainwater)

20
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NOTE: This is a letter from John L. Elder to Josiah W. Rainwater dated
August 6, 1876. Printed from original letter on following
pages.

" August 6, 1876. Dear brother and family. 1 seate myself this morning
to inform you that all are well and harty and I hope these few lines may
reach yo and find you all well. Yo must excuse me for not writing sooner.
I expect yo thought i was ded, but it is a grand mistake. sir i am
helthier than i ever was in my life and Ciota has her helth good and all of
the children, i mean all 8 of them. time is vary hard here about money hut
we hav corn and wheat plenty but no money. corn worth 20 cts per bushel.
wheat worth 60 cts bushel. bacon 14 cts 1lb. calico 4 to 5 cts per yard.

i left Polk County last fall and moved to Johnson Co, Kansas, rite on the

line between Kansas and Missouri, rite at the corner of Cass Co, Mo, just

18 miles dew south from Kans Citty. A good wattered country and as

helthy a country as you ever saw. I no it is a heap helthier than Kentucky.

i ldve on the Black Bob Reserve so cald it belongs to some Indens that never

gave up the land till her of late, and the people think it will come in in

the corse of twelve months. This land is ritch and yo can buy a claim her

from 300 to 500 dollars 160 acres. now that has got pore land and stock
would do well to turn it all into stock and corn out her and buy. Nearly

all of the connection lives her that lived in Holt. 1 live on what is

cald the Big Blew River. It is a nice little streeme and I can ketch fish
when i please and that is pretty often. 1i rented a farm from an old man from
verginna. he lives with us. noboddy of his family but himself is inthis

country and he wants me to still remain on his farm. i gave him the third of
what i make and his land lays rite in the Blue bottom and just as rich as can be.
0ld corn is only worth 20 cts per bushel and we hav got fime crops her and yo
may no that corn will be cheeper. we have had a heap of rain her this summer. i
lost all of my crop last yer on the account of the grasshoppers. before it got
ripe it frozed and all short and i lost it all and they eat all of my wheat

up but i have got fine corn this year.

the 2 day of september 1875 my mother died. she was well and harty as common.
eate her super and went to bed and about 10 o'clock she cald me and it seemed as
tho she could not get her breth good and in 30 minuts she was a corps. Just seemed
as though she went of:to sleepe. she was burried in the semetry in Oregon, Holte
County, Missouri.’

i still live in the christian church and am triing to live the christian life and
i want us all to live so for we shal soon all pass away and if we are prepared

to dye we will all meete again whar we can enjoy each others society in piece.

So farewell for a while but we will meate again. gave my best respects to all
inquiring friends if any. rite soon and fail not. so i must close.

John L. Elder and family
to J.W. rainwater and family.

father and mother also.

direct your letters to Belton, cass Co, Missouri."
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