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21 Talking to “The Young Ri
_ers” co-star Gregg Rainwater, it's:

i 7to “understand how: 7 he?" | 1K

“easy i
wg’hﬁﬂ’“up in“the! Tanks*ﬂﬁfl’e-en

%l'lﬂﬂll}:hmhs o, 213 '.; 3! “iiad 'j,’ﬁ"‘: :|

ndsumely “chiseled” Tdan
res,' coupled with a femar
lﬂbl}i‘ ‘gentle ‘voice "and" an infec:
ktious’laugh, no doubt helped.
#the:24-year-old actor on an;

{magazine '10/Sexiest Bachelﬂ'

#listvand earn him' a: following of '
pnrdErlt}ruung female admirers. {1t |
E5s iThere is' also plen iiﬁa} hi
b?r:kgmund to make for the’sor
( bl;eez:.r, _breathless fan.m i
z né 'stories typically
;.,_ahg-ut ot young TV, a-:tﬂrs
k. Gregg was so determined
:r,get into showbiz at an earfr age s

“that! he: not~only ' appeared 111* E' !EHHH' l F I 150
Hformedi#in plays' in mgsl.punt mmmmm
iMigh,* high:'school,“but" he¥: alsu.t rndqﬂﬂhawmﬂmmasm
Uinfiltrated a- rival high al:]iuﬂl'& uﬂdﬂhd‘nimladvharmlm ;

- '\.I:I. : 1 'l

Eutiuthere are
Ra.inwater

i Eﬂmmumt}r ‘theater "andufper

Lthehte:r department’ and. Iarlr.ied
'*f}nles in “their” 'pru:luttmnsi.'ﬂ
(R R (R e o R o

N
: B

. 7He's ‘afgood singer {hq;tnﬁm,_ .
ngland?z ith thE"WH[THIT \|:'+1u"il}:‘l
horale).:! E]sﬂré?dltsﬂ'\l ﬂlude.
stint on ‘daytime’s:! Days “of}
Lives." He demtes time to e
-ﬂngmal nrgamzatmns H& lnv 45

‘the 'stage. He. keeps in'shape:by

uuntain, hrking w "”'5 %a‘ ?‘i’l

!-

..—.f T

h:'l i

t;her dlmen-

ertain state-

3 mgnisﬁhe ,;makea,tpenetrate the:
ullywm}hypeaiwlth real. emo-:
1'the* surface . glﬂssf
.with' the, certainty of a mal!ard

; ’.Iam:hng on a still muuntam lake. ,

N“d{" Inﬁg ago. he says, during
a"ﬂhaﬁ“ with"an'aunt, he ]earned

% .-:ln-’.l :J’ "'\-q*i ”"
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races ‘ethnic re%pc

ﬂf the trials of hfs Native Ameri-
~ean grandf‘ather who left Arkan-

sas as a young man and headed
-norths. during - the - Depressio
looking ! for faﬁtury swork.

* had: known. Heé ‘spent.the restjof
his life ignuﬂng - or dtleast ﬁ?t
talking ‘about = his Indian h

“freedom  from, the prgiji;ime he

death, he 'turned .back’ to; jthe
spintuaht}* of -+ his yuutli and
found comfort in vummg t:hants
of his tribe; .

“Whether he ‘was r:hanl:mg for
peace or for forgiveness for leav:
ing, I don’t Kpow,” says Gregg

- quietly. 7He . was
wherhis’ grandfather died. .
. “Twish T.could have/talked to
“him: ﬁnre. could have asiked what
“he’d gone through ... Iiwish he'd
been:! open about *his& heritage,
“but at least’I'm: grateful he was
yon hls way backito it and that he
E‘did seem to find’ ‘peace.t * ¢
Rainwater recounts the story

as one example of knowledge he -
has gained since taking on his.
role as the half-Kiowa, half-white.

character Buck Cross in "“Young
Riders” two years ago. Research-

. ing his roots and studr,:mg Nauve_ .

" American ‘history ¥has’: become”
ok

- part/iof’ ‘Rainwater’s 'life Vas, e

~ strives' for ‘authenticity- j[m his”

v:deu -alter- eg’ﬁ'! The' experience”
', he notes, has been an education
' for him "not! mﬂy about 'Native,
Amencans in general hut ahﬂut'

a. young boy

hjs own Cheml:ee and Dsage her- -
itage

“When I talk to people

, ~—people in the. press, people

who" are fans of the show —I
sense they expect me. to say pro-

-found things: about Native Amer-

u:an issues,” he acknowledges. I

- don't mind, because I do think
tage, until, as an old-man near’

that that's part of the responsibi-

. lity of my role, but it’s a respon--

sibility that I may not be ready
to take on. I'm:informed,. Im
interested, I'm learmng — but
I'm not an expert.

“Still, I think as a Euncerne-:i
human hElng it's important for
me to share whatever knowledge
I have.-1 hope the things I say
are socially correct.” He shrugs.
“At least they're on the level.”

Rainwater has learned
enough that he sometimes serves
as an unofficial technical adviser
on "The Young'®Riders, which
airs B p.m. Eaturdaya on Channel
7.

~For instance: “On one shuw
they had Buck doing Indian cere-
monies to prove he was worthy of
being a brave. And the research
I did showed' that one of the

_a::eremnmes was from:the Lakota,

‘one. was. from* the! Irogliois, an-
ntherhfﬂ'ﬂm the ‘Enhthwesh,. J i
‘said, "You-know;'these.are-not

'nnl:f different tribes,-'-the:y're:diﬂ

ferent cultures.! It's like dmng a
film ‘about’ Norwegians and: in-
cluding' flamenco dancing: These



nationalities are.

“"“So, sometimes there’ll be
things like -that and then. the
script will chunge," he says.
Trulllll'llﬂlaw

Overall he has high praise for
-the “Riders" writers and produc-
ers. Pointing to the success of
Kevin Costner’s hig-screen

““Dances With Wolves,” he notes;

“I think the . American public
—and Hollywood — are ready
and willing to embrace an un-
biased view of the old West. A
truthful view. And I -:lu think we
advance that. hl

“One’ thing I like about our
series is that it shows the Indian
side and the white side both, and
that everybody’s. ‘human, has
weaknesses ; and misjudgm&nta
Just through lpﬂk of information
and prejudice,” an:-.rnne can react
in negative ways."

The impact of’ dumg certain
episodes — like the recent “Rid-
ers” installment that had Buck at
the  center of a dispute between
U.S. soldiers and the Sioux tribe
— ‘“can’ be intense,” says the ac-

tor: !'You can't help. fe:ehng a lot..
of emutgon when you're dealing

with;! tha su‘l:ue-::ts of .oppression:
and man's 11:|11u11':.?1:'1“.:'.-r g T

Of ‘special “concern to him

t"mm the beginning was the way
his: character would be used in
the series. *I didn't want him' to"

tribes as diverse as the European~ human HE s g0

'p-erlbrmer

just surviving in./h s wm: d I:
want that to be as: 1mpm'tan ‘as,
his heritage.” ° :

Rainwater is at’Jeast as sensi- !
tive about labeling in his-own:

.+ life. He I’EEJSH* ing-referred to
as a “Nativ erir.'an perfqrm
E'r i

1 wﬂuftln*'t‘ cuns:.d&r m&l.ae]f
that. any more'than.I wc

Irish  performer. or a Fili mn
‘of that’s” in’my
blood,” he: says: “Why, not just
Amerl-:an ‘actor’ or-‘actor’ — or
human being?'’; . ¢

Indeed, he ,nut.e.s snmetimll'
he gets worn out wlth both! his
character’ and’, tlie “Young Rid-
ers” schedule' -~ 14-16 hour days,
six days a‘week! close 'to’eight
months at a'time in'the dust and
grit of outdoor Arizona:location.'
“After playing’ Buck: week:after
week, I'd really like ito/do some-
thing complete different — and
definitely something’ thﬂf"duﬁsn’-‘l.'
t&ke place'inithe:1860s.” " "

- Still)he*'makes it ‘clear: he*!
prnudunf ‘the" response. he's: re-
ceived' to' his. portrayal of Buck
from thf.' Nﬂtwe American  com-
munity -
i (] bEEﬂrI'EB.“}" puaitiva h'.ra-’

all;'ts *hﬁéﬁﬁy Tl Tthink' | whém

W-::iu rﬁ%bﬂrtrayingt‘a character; of
' specialy interest' and | your; por-.

trayal is' welcomed by the groups
involved, that's probably the big-

Eest: pat on; th& bm:k }ruu t:uuld-
EEL” L g AN



