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I introduced mys,1f uen, and told him T was formerly or Somerset, some three
quarters of g ¢ sntury ir the pact, and that Judge Tartar wss g first cousin of
‘ine, Then he really developed a sndile ana we got real friendly. While we wele
thusly visiting Lee crawied out of the car aua Snapped our picture right there In
front of the .S, Pest Office. This man's name was Carter,

Then we all we g1 vient 1rto the Post Office and introduced our selyes
to . & Mrs, Daulton, the Postmasie~ and his wife, While the Pout Of "ce was right
on this Highway, or rather bavea Country road; no other buildings were close, cthar
than the P, 0O, Building end itheir dvelling, Mrs, Daultor's Polks were Compton's,
and rolated: 19 Gertruds - It o Daulton's peopls were Tartar's and related to me,
Mrse Dsulicn sald she well remembered Uncle Joe Rainweter {my dad) ard rememereg
a joke he toig WEZY Years ugo on one of nis rsturn vigita to Foniuc “¥. He introduccd
himself to 2 man on e irain as SLISRATEN, and responding the mar sald "W name is
Thunder anc Ligh%aing®. S he got quite thrill relating this story to uy - and since
¥o Dad never ssen them sp beard of them bufore this tlme 1% struck nu as being quite
4 co=incidence, tiowsver, so maiy odd things happered all ey thls trip that some of
themn just seem like imaginations., .

lo say the least, wa enjoyec the trip very wuch, and since Crl 3tine and Lese
nade the entire irip poselble we just want to say THANK YOU i MFLoTQH. And too, ye
founi outl that you can really travel Just about anywhere without memsy - Jysy STON
-YOR NA'E - we dlg wore than 3,000 miles of it toio way. ang tnat reai uds me, WMRILE,
If yor haven't casligd my rcheck Yet, I still have that fifty dollars.

May 6th, 1966

To Mr. & Mrs. Clbis R ainwater & Children,
Vienna, Illinois.
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‘oing fine.
; 3 but is all right now and .e are co ”
b dospit;iewii:hh;c:: {gg;yogleaning house and getting things together for lunc
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Love to all of you.

Mom & Pappy
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Here is a compilation of information about the RAINWATER Clan that I have
been working on for the past several years. Information has been garnered
by bits and pieces with the help of a lot of people. If you have
corrections, or if you note discrepancies, would appreciate your letting
me know since it has not been possible for me to verify all the facts and

figures presented.

Let me have your comments - hope you enjoy this as much as I have enjoyed

working on it.

ROSCOE RAINWATER
2128 Mesquite Street
Vernon, Texas 76384

May 1, 1972




OF THE T 3
EpinwarER G LA
- =

. =
! &

It is believed the name R A 1 N W A T E R is of English origin. The
earlicst trace of the RAINWATERS of whom we have record is:

JOHN RAINWATFR (1695-1777), born around Danbury, Virginia, and
moving later to Surry County, North Carolina. Evidently the Rainwaters
were farmers since we find a grant of land to JOHN RAINWATER, SR., in
1739 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, (later subdivided into
Granville and Edgecombe Counties). JOHN married Mary Fussel, daughter
of Thomas Fussel, on June 24, 1735. Later in 1735 MARY inherited the
estate of her father.

JOHN RAINWATER made his will on November 4, 1771. (see copy
under Items of Interest). He lived until May 1777, and his will was
probated in Surry County, North Carolina. In the will he named his
children - nine of them - daughters: Mary, Sarah, Betty, Winnie, Milley,
Molley; and sons John, James and William. MARY, the widow of JOHN, was
given the plantation and the Negro man Jack. James was named manager
of the Estate and Mary was named Executrix. Son William was to share
in the Plantation with his mother during his lifetime. TFrom best
information, John, Jr. was never married, and this being during slavery
times, owned seven slaves.

JOHN, Sr. and sons James and John were members of the Militia of
Granville County, N.C. in 1754. Sons John and James were listed in the
.Census of 1790.
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iMost all bearing the name of RAINWATER have been Baptists; and we have
%jﬁeve:'heard of one being a member of the '"CHAIN GANG'". Not many
¢ millionaires, but scores have been preachers, teachers, cobblers,
x{farméfs, bahkers, merchants, singers, lawyers, doctors, etc.
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SQ ; b f, i PICTURED: The Roscoe Rainwater Family, Vernon, Texas
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